Diversity at the University of Massachusetts Boston
Student Diversity
The University of Massachusetts Boston is our state’s public urban university. As such, providing access for a racially and ethnically diverse population is part of what defines us. We are part of a five campus system that includes other general university campuses in Amherst, Dartmouth and Lowell, and a medical school campus in Worcester. We have the most diverse undergraduate student body in the system. Fall 2003 figures for the campus are presented in Table 1. 
Table 1: UMass Boston 2003 U.S. Resident Undergraduate Enrollment by Known Race/Ethnicity

	Race/Ethnicity
	Number
	Percent 

	Native American
	34
	0.5%

	Asian
	893
	13.6%

	Black NH
	1162
	17.7%

	Hispanic
	519
	7.9%

	White
	3966
	60.3%

	Total Known U.S. Residents
	6574
	100.0%

	
	
	

	
	Total Minority
	Minority as Pct. of Known Race U.S. Resident Undergraduates

	
	2608
	39.7%


In addition to these students, there were 373 International students and 1,778 students who refused to self identify race/ethnicity. We know that 2,608 is an understatement of the total number of minority undergraduates at UMass Boston because language and citizenship variables in our most recent senior survey indicate that significant numbers of those students who refuse to respond to race/ethnicity questions are recent immigrants from Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa, and Asia, or speak languages that indicate that their families were fairly recent immigrants from those regions. 
We are considerably more diverse than the state as a whole. In the 2000 Census, 81.9% of Massachusetts residents characterized themselves as White, not Hispanic or Latino. We are also more diverse than our main service region. The combined population of the five counties closest to UMass Boston was 79% White non-Hispanic in the same census. In the region, only little Suffolk County had a population less than 83% White non-Hispanic, and that is about 52% White non-Hispanic. U.S. Census projections call for the Massachusetts population to increase by 375,000 between 2000 and 2015 while the White non-Hispanic population is expected to decrease by 165,000. Massachusetts is expected to become considerably more diverse.

We are the most diverse campus in the system by far. By using the IPEDS 2002 data, we have found that we are the most diverse public four year higher education institution with more than 2,500 undergraduate students in all of New England.
Table 2: Diversity in New England Public Four Year Institutions for U.S. Resident Known Race Students (Undergraduate N>=2,500)
	Rank
	Institution
	Percent Minority

	1
	University Of Massachusetts-Boston
	38.7%

	2
	Southern Connecticut State University
	23.3%

	3
	University Of Massachusetts-Lowell
	19.8%

	4
	University Of Connecticut
	17.4%

	5
	Central Connecticut State University
	17.2%

	6
	University Of Massachusetts-Amherst
	16.8%

	7
	Western Connecticut State University
	16.4%

	8
	Massachusetts College Of Art
	14.6%

	9
	University Of Rhode Island
	13.8%

	10
	Eastern Connecticut State University
	13.3%

	11
	Rhode Island College
	13.3%

	12
	Worcester State College
	13.2%

	13
	University Of Massachusetts-Dartmouth
	11.6%

	14
	Framingham State College
	10.8%

	15
	Fitchburg State College
	10.1%

	16
	Salem State College
	9.9%

	17
	Bridgewater State College
	8.5%

	18
	Westfield State College
	7.3%

	19
	University Of New Hampshire-Main Campus
	4.6%

	20
	University Of Maine At Augusta
	4.3%

	21
	University Of Maine
	4.2%

	22
	University Of Vermont And State Agricultural College
	4.0%

	23
	University Of Southern Maine
	3.7%

	24
	College For Lifelong Learning
	3.4%

	25
	Plymouth State College
	2.8%

	26
	Keene State College
	2.1%


Source: IPEDS 2002
Among all New England four year institutions with 2,500 or more undergraduates in 2002, UMass Boston had the second highest percentage of minority students among known race U.S. residents, trailing only the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Table 3: Diversity in the 25 Most Diverse New England Four Year Institutions for U.S. Resident Known Race Students (Undergraduate N>=2,500)
	Rank
	Institution
	Percent Minority

	1
	Massachusetts Institute Of Technology
	57.7%

	2
	University Of Massachusetts-Boston
	38.7%

	3
	Springfield College
	37.8%

	4
	Yale University
	35.2%

	5
	Tufts University
	34.9%

	6
	Harvard University
	34.8%

	7
	Brown University
	33.9%

	8
	Dartmouth College
	31.4%

	9
	Smith College
	26.7%

	10
	Wesleyan University
	26.0%

	11
	University Of New Haven
	24.8%

	12
	Boston University
	24.4%

	13
	Southern Connecticut State University
	23.3%

	14
	Johnson & Wales University
	23.3%

	15
	Northeastern University
	21.5%

	16
	Boston College
	21.0%

	17
	University Of Massachusetts-Lowell
	19.8%

	18
	Berklee College Of Music
	19.6%

	19
	Suffolk University
	19.1%

	20
	University Of Hartford
	18.0%

	21
	New England Institute Of Technology
	17.8%

	22
	University Of Connecticut
	17.4%

	23
	Brandeis University
	17.2%

	24
	Central Connecticut State University
	17.2%

	25
	Bentley College
	16.9%


Source: IPEDS 2002

Over the past 20 plus years, UMass Boston has experienced marked changes in the demographic makeup of its student body. In the fall 1980 semester, minority students made up about 14% of all known race undergraduate students at UMass Boston. In fall 1990, that had risen to 20.5%. By fall 2000, it was 37.6%, and this semester it has risen to 39.7%.  
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Faculty and Staff

About 20% of the U.S. resident full time faculty are members of minority groups, as are 23% of Executives/Administrators and 22% of full time Professional Staff. 
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		Year		Pct

		Fall 1980		14%

		Fall 1990		21%

		Fall 1995		31%

		Fall 2000		38%

		Fall 2003		40%
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