Nantucket Field Station Fact Sheet

What is UMASS
Boston's Nantucket
Field Station?

he Nantucket Field Station is

a multidisciplinary facility of
UMASS Boston. The Field Sta-
tion's mission is to support teach-
ing, research, and community ser-
vice related to Nantucket island.

The Field Station's 115 acre
campus at Quaise is a field biolo-
gist's paradise. This living library
of island habitats includes a 45
acre saltmarsh, a freshwater pond,
and beach and sand dune systems
on Nantucket harbor. The Station
also embraces old field and upland
habitats, including a blueberry for-
est. Rare North American heath-
lands, preserved by the Nantucket
Conservation Foundation, are
within easy walking distance.

The Field Station salt marsh and
harbor are rich with finfish, shell-
fish, and all manner of marine in-
vertebrates. Girding is superlative.
Raptors, waders, shorebirds, and
ducks abound. The Station has
whitetail deer, cotton tail rabbits,
mice, votes, snakes, frogs, turtles,
and a colorful insect fauna. Nearby
habitats support rare wildflowers.

The UMASS Boston Nantucket Field
Station is a field biologist’s paradise, a
living library of island habitats.

The Field Station property is
home to a small but welt-equipped
laboratory. Computers and soft-
ware are provided; small boats and
a photographic darkroom can be
made available to- qualified users
for instruction or research. The
Main House can sleep 14 individu-
als in bunkhouse-style accommo-
dations. Visiting students and re-
searchers prepare their own meals
in a community kitchen, and attend
classes in a comfortable living
area.

Five fully-furnished two bed-
room apartments in downtown
Nantucket's Gouin Village provide
housing for up to twenty additional
Field Station users. Like all of our
buildings, the apartments are
heated for year-round use.

The UMASS Boston Nantucket
Field Station is the island's only
refuge set aside exclusively for
teaching and research. In the words
of conservationist Aldo Leopold:
“We need wilderness for science.”

How Does the
Field Station
Benefit Nantucket?

he UMASS Boston Nan-
tucket Field Station can as-
sist any non-profit Nantucket or-
ganization sharing its education,
research, and service objectives
with resources including lab space,
scientific equipment, housing,
summer anchorage, indoor and
outdoor classrooms, and technical
support. We cooperate with the
Nantucket Atheneum, African
Meeting House, Conservation
Foundation, Maria Mitchell Asso-
ciation, Historical Association,
Civic League, Land Council, Town
Marine Lab, and island schools.
The Field Station also assists
state and federal agencies such as
Massachusetts Natural Heritage
and the U.S. Geological Survey
with their work on the island. Re-
search conducted at the Field Sta-
tion often benefits Nantucket.
We've worked with the Harvard
School of Public Health to pioneer
a vaccine for Lyme disease, as-
sisted Woods Hole with studies of
Nantucket Harbor and pond open-
ings, and with the Army Corps of
Engineers to monitor coastal
erosion.

MA 02554.

The Field Station is open by appointment to persons interested in education and research.
Please call our office at 508-228-5268 to arrange a visit. We appreciate your interest!
You can write us: UMASS Boston Nantucket Field Station, 180 Polpis Road, Nantucket,




How does the Field
Station benefit
others?

antucket is the most rapidly

developing county in Mas-
sachusetts. Yet it also has the
greatest number of endangered
plants and animals. Although
threatened, our harbor is perhaps
the cleanest in the nation, and our
heaths and sandplain grasslands
have made us one of the Nature
Conservancy's “Last Great Places
on Earth.”

Nantucket's history, carefully
cherished by island organizations
such as the African Meeting
House, the Atheneum, the Life-
saving Museum, and the Nantucket
Historical Association, is of special
relevance to students striving to
understand our nation's past. Our
National Historic District and the
vistas of our conservation lands are
of interest to historic preservation-
ists and landscape architects striv-
ing to save America's architectural
heritage and create habitats for
humanity.

As islanders, we have always
understand that natural and historic
resources are finite. We know the
aesthetic, environmental, cultural,
and economic consequences of un-
restrained growth. It's precisely be-
cause conservation management
and historic preservation are of
daily concern to us that Nantucket
can serve as a model for a nation
increasingly in crisis.

The Field Station, with the in-
valuable support of many Nan-
tucket organizations, makes the
island an international lab and
classroom. More and more investi-
gators and educators are traveling
to the island to study the things
that make Nantucket unique. We
assist postdoctoral, doctoral, mas-
ter's, and undergraduate research,
as well as college, secondary, ele-
mentary, and public education by
many off-island organizations.

Researchers, educators, and stu-
dents come from our parent cam-
pus of UMASS Boston, and many
other institutions An incomplete
list looks like this: UMASS
Ambherst, Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Buzzards Bay Rim Project,
Center for Coastal research, Dal-
housie U, UMASS Dartmouth, U
of Florida, Harvard U, Institute for
Terrestrial Ecology, Lloyd Center
for Environmental Studies, Ma-
nomet Observatory, U of Minne-
sota, National Audubon Society,
Nature Conservancy, Northeastern
U, U of New Hampshire, Princeton
University, Rhode Island School of
Design, Riverview School, SUNY
College of Enviromental Science,
the Williams College-Mystic Sea-

What happens at the
Field Station in
Summer?

MASS Boston offers two
intensive five week courses
in coastal ecology. With help from
the Organization of Biological
Field Stations, students are re-
cruited from among 2,500 colleges
and universities. In the lust course,
university faculty, Field Station
staff, island conservation manag-
ers, and visiting researchers intro-
duce students to held biology. The
ecology of every Nantucket habitat
is investigated from microbes to
mammals. In the second course,
advanced underagrads work with a
senior professor and with island
mentors to design their own re-
search projects and present their
results in scientific papers.
The Field Station also hosts other

port Program, and Woods Hole. UMASS Boston summer programs

including two theater arts courses,
and seminars for coastal geography
and biology REU (Research Expe-
rience for Undergraduates).

What happens the rest of the year?

Throughout the year, visiting researchers work on projects including
population biology of the gray seal, environmental pathology of the
black-crowned night heron, coastal erosion, Lyme disease, archeology,
conservation management of heathlands, hydrogeology of Nantucket's
sole source aquifer . . . . the list goes on and on. We host field trips and
seminars for colleges and universities from all over New England.
Coastal ecology, environmental planning, geology, maritime studies, and
landscape arcl%ltecture are among the su%jects covered.

Many other groups visit the Field Station during the off-season to take
advantage of Nantucket's priceless opportunities for environmental edu-
cation. For instance, we welcome UMASS Boston's Rainforest Collabo-
ration, a program for Boston's gifted minority middle school students;
the Buzzard's Bay Rim Project, a science program for in-service ele-
mentary school teachers; or the “Into the Ocean World” program of the
Marine Studies Consortium.

We also strive to serve the Nantucket community by providing hous-
ing or other support for island-based education and research projects.
Speakers for the Atheneum's “New Voices from Nantucket's Whaling
Past” lecture series, archeologists uncovering traces of Native American
occupation at a public works site, participants in the Heathland Man-
agement Network's prescribed burn training program, instructors off the
UMASS Boston research vessel Enviro Lab III, and Woods Hole
Oceanographic researchers at work on the collaboratively sponsored
Nantucket Harbor Study, are among the many who've bunked at the
Field Station or received assistance with their work.

Year-round, there's always something going on!




