








           Lakshmi Srinivas


LAKSHMI SRINIVAS
Department of Sociology, Wheatley Hall, 100 Morrissey Blvd., University of Massachusetts, Boston, Boston MA 02125
Lakshmi.srinivas@umb.edu




EDUCATION

Ph.D. and MA in Sociology, University of California, Los Angeles
M.A. Demography, University of California, Berkeley
Mount Holyoke College, Foreign Student Certificate, 1985
B.Sc., Honors. Mount Carmel College, 1982. Bangalore, India





EMPLOYMENT
2013-present
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of 


Massachusetts, Boston
Affiliated Faculty: Communication Studies, Cinema Studies, Asian American Studies
2007-2013
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, UMass Boston 
2002-06
Visiting Assistant Professor and Faculty Fellow, Newhouse Center for the Humanities, Wellesley College
2000-01
Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Sociology, Brandeis University

1999
Lecturer, Department of Sociology and Department of World Arts and Cultures, University of California, Los Angeles
1999
Research Fellow. Project: Cities in Hollywood Film, Leroy Nieman Center for the Study of Arts and Society, University of California, Los Angeles 
1992

Consultant, Asia Division, World Bank, Washington D.C. 




RESEARCH  INTERESTS
Culture, Ethnography, Comparative Sociology, Visual Sociology,
Everyday Life, Sociality, Class and Inequality, Consumer Society, Media Consumption and Production, Audiences and Reception

South Asia/India
PUBLICATIONS
Book
“House Full. Indian Cinema and the Active Audience”, University of Chicago Press, 2016
Reviewed in: American Journal of Sociology, Symbolic Interaction, Visual Anthropology, South Asian Ethnology, South Asia. Journal of South Asian Studies
Articles and book chapters 
Srinivas, L. (2017) “One by Two”, South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies, 40(2): 370-372.
Srinivas, L. (2013). “The Active Audience and the Experience of Cinema.” Pp.377-390 in Moti Gokulsing et al (eds). Handbook of Indian Cinemas, Routledge, London, 2013. [Lead chapter]
Srinivas, L. (2010). “Ladies Queues, ‘Roadside Romeos’ and Balcony Seating: Ethnographic Observations on Women’s Cinema-going Experiences.” Journal of South Asian Popular Culture 8 (3): 291-307. 

Reprinted in Sara Dickey and Rajinder Dudrah (eds.), South Asian Cinemas: Widening the Lens,  Routledge, London, 2012, Pp. 83-99.
Srinivas, L. (2010). “Cinema Halls, Locality and Urban Life.” Ethnography 11 (1): 189-205. 

Srinivas, L. (2010). “Cinema in the City: Tangible forms, Transformations and the Punctuation of Everyday Life.” Visual Anthropology 23 (1): 1-12. [Lead article. Editor’s Choice]. 
Srinivas, L. (2010). “Nonsense as Sense-Making: Negotiating Globalization in Bombay Cinema.” Pp. 1-19 in Michael Curtin et al (eds). Re-Orienting Global Communication: Indian and Chinese Media Beyond Borders. Champaigne: University of Illinois Press. [Lead chapter]

Srinivas, L. (2005). “Imaging the Audience.” Journal of South Asian Popular Culture 3 (2): 101– 116.
Srinivas, L. (2005). “Communicating Globalization in Bombay Cinema: Everyday Life, Imagination and the Persistence of the Local.” Comparative American Studies 3 (3):319-344. 

Srinivas, L. (2003). “The Musical Formula: Song and Dance in Popular Indian Film.” Pp. 185-188 in Judy Mitoma et al., Envisioning Dance in Film and Video, Routledge, London.

Srinivas, L. (2002). “The Active Audience: Spectatorship, Social Relations and the Experience of Cinema in India.” Media, Culture and Society 24 (1):155–173. 
Hungarian translation appeared in Metropolis, Journal of Cinema, 
2007, 01, Pp. 69-83. 
Polish translation in BADANIE WIDOWNI FILMOWEJ. ANTOLOGIA PRZEKLADOW, 2014. Warsaw, Poland: Scholar Publishing.
Srinivas, L. (1998).  “Active Viewing: An Ethnography of the Indian Film Audience.” Visual Anthropology 11 (4): 323 – 353.
Srinivas, L. (1995). “Master-Servant Relationship in Cross-Cultural Perspective.” Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. XXX, 5: 269-278.

Srinivas, L. (1991). “Land and Politics in India. Working of the Urban Land Ceiling Act, 1976.” Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. XXVI, 43: 2482-2484

Book, film and multimedia reviews 

Srinivas, L. (2017). “Shah Rukh Khan and Global Bollywood”, by Rajinder Dudrah et al, International Sociology Review, 32 (5): 636-639.
Srinivas, L. (2007). “The Bioscopewallah.” documentary by Prashant Kadam. Visual Studies, 22 (2): 202-203.

 Srinivas, L. (2006). “Hollywood Goes to High School.” by Robert C. Bulman. Social Forces, (84) 3: 1852-1853.
Srinivas, L. (2005). “Transports of Delight. Ricksha Arts of Bangladesh.” by Joanna Kirkpatrick. Visual Studies, (20)2: 192-195.

Forthcoming and in-process
‘Cinema and Astrology’ for the Encyclopedia of Astrology 
 Urban Cinemascapes 
FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AWARDS 

2013   Dean’s Fund Grant 

2012   National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, Spring 2012 
2012   National Endowment for the Humanities, Summer Stipend [declined]
2011   Endowed Faculty Career Development Award, UMass, Boston
2011   Conference Travel Grant, Dean’s Research Program, UMass Boston
2011, 2009   Dean’s Research Program Award, UMass Boston

2008   Healey Faculty Research Grant, UMass Boston 

2008
William I. Cole (Assistant) Professorship, Distinguished Teaching, Wheaton

 College, Spring 2008

2006-07 Faculty Fellow, Newhouse Center for the Humanities, Wellesley College,

              Massachusetts 

2004, 2003 Louise Overacker Faculty Research Award, Wellesley College
2002
Mildred McAfee Horton Faculty Research Award, Wellesley College

2000-01 Consilience Postdoctoral Fellowship, Brandeis University, 


  Massachusetts 

1999    Fellowship, Leroy Nieman Center for the Study of Arts and Society,

University of California, Los Angeles
1993
Certificate of Merit, World Congress of Sociology
SELECTED CONFERENCE  AND INVITED PRESENTATIONS
6/2017
‘Ecologies of Cinema’, Circuits of Cinema conference, Histories of Movie and Media Distribution, Toronto, Canada
5/2017

‘House Full’, book talk, Cinema Studies Program, UMass, Boston 
3/2017
“Beyond the Screen: Ethnography, Surprise and Cinema as Collective Act”, Department of Anthropology, Boston University
2/2017
‘House Full. Indian Cinema and the Active Audience’. Author-meets-Critics, Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia

2/2017
“Emplacing Cinema. Localized Ethnography and the Character of Film Exhibition Settings”, Session: The Negotiation of Space and Place, Mini-conference: Pragmatism and Symbolic Interaction, Eastern Sociological Society, Philadelphia
11/2016
“Cinema in the City”, guest lecture in Cinema and the City in South Asia, University of Maryland
12/2015
“Indian Cinema through Ethnography”. St. Joseph’s College, 



Bangalore
12/2015  
“Cinema Ethnography. Experiences in the Field”. Presentation and workshop with graduate class on ethnographic fieldwork, National Institute of Advanced Study, Bangalore
3/2015
“Active Audiences and Cinema in South India”, Graduate research methods seminar, Department of Sociology
11/2014
“Cinema Halls and Urban Life”, guest lecture in Media Arts course, University of Maryland
10/2014
“Another Cinema, Another Audience”, Broadcasting Media and Film Industry, OMICS Group, Baltimore
2/2014
“Active Decoding in Om Shanti Om”, Celebrating Stuart Hall, Center for the Study of Humanities, Culture and Society (CHCS), Boston
11/2012
Iqbal, film by Nagesh Kuknoor. Introduction and Q&A. Asia Film Week, Department of Asian Studies, Boston University
10/2012
“Re-visting the Field. Cinema Ethnography in Bangalore.” Endowed Faculty Career Development Award event
11/2011 
“Globalization and Bollywood Cinema.” Graduate seminar, Department of Sociology 
11/2011
“Locating Cinema. Why Place Matters.” Invited lecture, Research Center for Urban Cultural History, Boston
8/2011
“The Family Movie Outing: Cross-cultural Perspectives on Interaction, Space and Public Leisure.” Session: Urban Ethnographies and Narratives II, Annual Meeting, Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction, Las Vegas
3/2011
“Family Movie-going, Cinema Experience and the Negotiation of Public Space.” Session: The Construction of Public Space, Annual Meeting, Eastern Sociological Association, Philadelphia 
3/2011 
“Ethnography of Cinema Audiences in India.” Graduate seminar on Qualitative Methods, Department of Sociology
6/2010
“Teaching with Youtube: the world as classroom”  Invited presentation. Teaching with Technology Conference. Session title: Using the Web’s Resources to Support Student Research:  Youtube and Viddler 

5/2010
“Bollywood Cinema, Audiences, Globalization.”  Emerson College, Boston

3/2010
“A Plural Cinemascape.” Session: Perceptions of Communities in Comparative Perspective, Annual Meeting, Eastern Sociological Association, Boston 

11/2009
“Movie-going and the importance of ‘peripherals.” Qualitative Sociology Colloquium, Department of Sociology 
7/2009
“Cinema in the City: the Mundaneity of Fantasy”. Session: Sensory and Imagined Landscapes, Annual Meeting, International Visual Sociology Association, University of Cumbria, Carlisle, UK
4/2009
“Why Teach Indian Cinema?  The Big Picture.” ‘Why Teach India?’ conference, Harvard University, Cambridge

4/2009
“The subjectivities of evaluation in heterogeneous classrooms.” Center for Improvement of Teaching (CIT) Seminar
4/2008 
“Movie-going and Seating: A Note on Film Consumption”. Session: Urban Culture and Entertainment, Urban Ethnography: Its Traditions and Future, Yale University, New Haven
5/2007
“Nonsense as Sense-Making: Negotiating Globalization in Bombay Cinema.” Public lecture. Newhouse Center for the Humanities, Wellesley College, Wellesley

8/2006
“Seating, Social Difference and the Sociality of Media Reception”. Session: Studies in Social Organization, Annual Meeting, Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction, Montreal, Canada
7/2006
“In a Goods World: Ethnicity, Transnational Space and Consumption”. (With Tulasi Srinivas),  Session: Ethnicity, Transnational Space and Urban Life, Annual Meeting,  International Association of Visual Sociology, Urbino, Italy
6/2006
“The Ethnic Grocery Store as Cultural Oasis”. (With Tulasi Srinivas). New Directions in U.S. Ethnic Studies Conference, Session: Ethnicity in Cross-Cultural Contexts: Stories and Locations, New Directions in U.S. Ethnic Studies, Sponsored by  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ALANA U.S. Ethnic Studies Program, University of Vermont, Burlington
2/2006
“Doing Research in ‘Other’ Countries”. Annual Meeting, Eastern Sociological Society, Boston
2/2006
“The Active Audience and the Remaking of Cinema in the Public Sphere.” South Asia Studies Colloquium, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

8/2005
“Tea Leaves or Tracking? Anticipating the Audience for Popular Cinema”. Session: Consumers, Culture, Taste and Markets, American Sociological Association Annual Meetings, Philadelphia
7/2005
“Communicating Globalization in Bombay cinema.” Conference on Globalization in South Asia. Paper presented: PIER Institute for International Studies. Yale University, New Haven

7/2005
“Movie-going and the Meaning of Seating: a Note on the Ethnography of Film Consumption”. Session: Consumer Behavior in the Contemporary World Order. 37th World Congress of the International Institute of Sociology, Stockholm, Sweden
5/2005
“Translating Globalization in Bombay Cinema”. First International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana
4/2004
“Outsourcing: its Social, Emotional and Political Impacts.” Panel discussant and presenter. Sponsored by Indian American Forum for Political Education, sponsored by Harvard Business School and MIT Sloan School of Management, MIT, Cambridge

2/2004              “Globalization and Bombay Cinema.” South Asia Colloquium,

 Department of Anthropology, Yale University, New Haven

10/2003 
“Nonsense as Sense-making: Globalization and Bombay Cinema”. Session: Aesthetics of Cosmopolitanism, South Asia and Beyond. New England Regional Association of Asian Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge
8/2003
“Communicating Globalization: Everyday life, Imagination and the Persistence of the Local”. American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta
3/2003
“Global Media, Representations of the Other and Exotification in Bollywood Cinema.” Presenter and panel discussant. Political Action Weekend, Brown University, Providence

3/2003
“Bollyworld: Communicating Globalization through Popular Narrative”. Panel: ‘Universalism: Out of Asia. American Association for Asian Studies. Annual Meetings, New York 

7/2000
“Experiencing Popular Cinema: Participation, Performance and Public 
Culture”. International Visual Sociology Conference. Annual Meetings, Portland
4/2000
“Making a Song and Dance: The Social Relations of Narrative Construction”. Narrative. An International Conference. Emory University, Atlanta
6/2000
“Cultural Globalisation and the Indian Film Audience”. Birmingham Cultural Studies Group Crossroads Conference. Birmingham, UK [invited panelist]
10/1999
“Indian Cinema Audience: Consumer or Producer?” Session: Popular Indian Cinema and its Audiences. South Asia Conference, University of Wisconsin, Madison
5/1999
“Performative Viewing and Public Spectacle: Experiencing Popular Cinema”. Third Annual Conference on Popular Culture. Conference theme: Holidays, Ritual, Festival, Celebration and Public Display. Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green
8/1997
“The Active Audience: Community and Conflict as Viewing Practice”. Mass Media Session. Chair and organizer: Elihu Katz. American Sociological Association, Toronto, Canada
PRESS/MEDIA

BBC Radio, interview on film dubbing, November 9, 2017
‘Moving Bus Movies’, by Sundar Sarukkai, The Hindu, February, 19, 2017

‘House Full. Sociologist Lakshmi Srinivas looks at Indian cinema from the audience’s perspective’, by Vrushali Haldipur, Firstpost, February 24, 2017

‘Lovers and Liars. Working on the Scenic Stage’, quoted by Johnny Glasgow, director of play on masters and servants, February 2013, York University, UK.
‘Lovers and Liars’. A David Garrick Double Bill. Article on Master-Servant Relationship in Cross-Cultural Perspective cited. February 2013
‘Many Students Tell me Bollywood Films Make Them Happy’, Interview in India Abroad, by Arthur Pais, 10th February, 2012

‘The helpful roar of the cinema crowd’. By Marc Abrahams, Saturday, 3rd July  2010, Improbable Research. Improbable research.com

 ‘Indian cinema where the audience joins in the action’. The Guardian. By Marc Abrahams. June 28th, 2010. Improbable research series, Education section. Guardian.co.uk.

Also at Bloomberg Businessweek; IMDB.com; Worldbbnews.com; U-TV Entertainment-Indian cinema

‘Go ahead and Jump, hero Jump!’ Gulf Times. Publish Date: 30 June, 2010

Interviewed and quoted in India Currents, 24th June, 2009. 
‘Freaky Fridays’,  by Kaveree Bamzai, India Today newsmagazine.Quoted as expert in article  on the Bombay film industry and its audiences, 30th April, 2007.
‘Director dares Telugu film for New England Audience’, by Julie Masis, India New England News. Interviewed as expert for article in, 15th October, 2007.

‘From Woods Beyond. Indian films reach U.S. audience’, by Meera Rajagopalan, staff reporter, India New England News, Interviewed and quoted as expert in news article, September 2007.
PEER REVIEWER 

Editorial board, Urbanities. International Journal of Urban Ethnography 
Ad hoc reviewer

Journals: 
Sociological Quarterly, Current Anthropology,Visual Anthropology

    
Journal of Asian Studies,  Gender, Place and Culture, 

Journal of Intercultural Studies, Participations, Urbanities, Women’s Studies International Forum, Journal of Video Ethnography, Communication, Culture and Critique, Journal of Media and Communication Studies

Publishers: 
Oxford University Press

       
Routledge


Taylor and Francis
Grant reviewer  

Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO, the Dutch
 Research Council). Reviewed grant proposal for multi-year (5 year) grant
 for a team of researchers. Completed research impact assessment. 
TEACHING  

Courses developed and taught at the University of Massachusetts, Boston

SOCIOL.120G/ COMSTU


Sociology of Popular Culture  






(Popular Culture and High Culture)







(Popular Culture and Leisure)


SOCIOL.300/COMSTU
The Sociology of Media and Mass Communication

(News and media production)


(Advertising and television)

SOCIOL.375L/ASAMST/COMSTU

Popular Indian Cinema

HONORS 290




Popular Indian Cinema and its Audiences

SOCIOL470 [capstone]


Technology and Society

SOCIOL480 [capstone]


Popular Indian Cinema

Professional Memberships (past and present)

· American Sociological Association (culture section; consumers and consumption section; Asia section; communities and urban sociology)

· Eastern Sociological Society

· Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction

· American Association of Anthropologists-Visual Anthropology section

· International Visual Sociology Association

· American Association for Asian Studies

· Consumer Studies Research Network
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