CIT Forum 2/24/2016

Teaching Large Enrollment Courses 


Large Enrollment Classrooms at UMB

Lecture Halls

Small Science Auditorium (S 1-006) 
Seats 106
· Wide, short room with fixed stadium seating
· Good visibility around the room for all students

· No steps in the middle of the seats to walk up but there are steps on either side

· One entrance and a long row lay out means that students don’t really get up to leave and disrupt lecture, but it does make giving exams difficult; students are disruptive when the leave before others have finished and it’s hard to answer questions for students in the middle of rows

· Large space at the front of the room for walking around; easy to keep moving 

· Light from projector is blinding at the front of the classroom; need to stand off to the side or close to first row of students to avoid it

· Seats are decently comfortable for longer lectures; room is usually a comfortable temperature 

· Lights can technically be dimmed but this doesn’t work – dimming leads to annoying flickering; best if they are either all on or all off

Media Auditorium (HLL 3507) 
Seats 142
· A large, fairly square room with fixed stadium seating

· Good visibility around the room for all students

· Multiple exits makes it harder to control students coming and going; they often get up and leave during lecture

· A large central isle between blocks of seats, but the projector light is blinding so you can’t walk up it during class

· Large space at the front of the room for walking around; easy to keep moving 

· Lights dim well but the switches are hidden around the divider on the other side of the classroom to the tech podium, which means you have to walk across a large space and disappear around a corner to change the light setting
· Is quite difficult to find in the basement; students will be consistently late for the first few weeks of class

· Seats are decently comfortable for longer lectures, but the room is usually uncomfortably hot; you need to make frequent calls to facilities to adjust the temperature 

· The screen is really large, but there is no chalkboard, only a small mobile penboard; you always need to bring your own markers
Snowden Auditorium (W 1-088) 
Seats 222
· A large, rounded room with fixed stadium seating in multiple blocks

· Good visibility around the room for all students

· One main entrance but two sets of double doors that students can use as an exit; if students leave there is some disruption as the doors are loud when the open and close

· Multiple seating blocks makes it easy to walk around the room and to administer exams and answer student questions without too much disruption

· Seats are decently comfortable for longer lectures; room is usually a comfortable temperature 

· Has an actual stage, which is the best place to teach from and there is a lot of space to walk around, but it does create a larger divide between instructor and students 
· The tech terminal is out of view of the class; unless you want to remain unseen during lecture a remote mouse/clicker is absolutely necessary; 

Lipke Auditorium (S 2-003A) 

Seats 512
· A large, steep room with fixed stadium seating 

· A large central seating block with two smaller blocks on either side and isle between them means that walking around the classroom during lecture is difficult

· Large space at the front of the room for walking around; easy to keep moving 

· The size of the room means that a microphone is necessary for teaching

· Seats are decently comfortable for longer lectures; room is usually a comfortable temperature 

· The size of the room makes it very challenging to see the back of the room and keep students engaged 

· If the room is full when teaching the size means that students coming and going is very disruptive. 

· Giving exams difficult; students are disruptive when the leave before others have finished and it’s hard to answer questions for students in the middle of rows
Large Classrooms

Wheatley 1-004/1-005/1-006: Seats 80/80/70
Wheatley 1-0031/1-0041: Seats 60/64
Wheatley 2-158: Seats 82

Wheatley 2-200: Seats 95
· Wide, flat rooms with standard movable desks; 2-200 is long and narrow 
· Rooms are barely big enough to fit all the desks, so they are very close together; almost impossible to walk down aisles or around the room, but there is some space at the front of the classroom

· Only one entrance, so students are less likely to get up during class as the have to walk to the front and past the instructor; in 2-200 there are two doors, which are best used as “in” and “out” with TAs used to direct traffic  

· If the class is at capacity there is no room for TAs to sit with the class

· Flat floor makes students feel more connected to each other and to the instructor; this is less the case in 2-200 as the length of the room means that students at the back are very far away from the instructor
· Flat floor means that it is difficult to see what goes on at the back of the room
· Moveable desks mean that group work is potentially easier but with a full class there is no room to actually turn or move desks

· A decent amount of chalkboard space on three walls plus a penboard in 1-005 
· Seats are uncomfortable for long lectures

· Giving exams is difficult because students are so tightly packed together; cheating is easy and walking around the room to answer questions is challenging

· First floor rooms get very hot because of densely packed students, but the door can’t be left open because of the noise outside in front of the vending machines

· 2-158 is carpeted, so it feels a little nicer

· Lights turn off in sections – they’re not dimmable; in 1-005 not all the lights will turn off, which makes projecting dark images very challenging
· The screen is mounted lower in 2-200, which makes seeing the bottom of the screen difficult, especially for students towards the back of the room; in all flat classrooms it is best to end PowerPoint slides a few lines higher than usual 
McCormack 02-0116: Seats 55

McCormack 02-0404: Seats 54
· General purpose classroom with blackboard, enough room to fit all desks.

· Room is complete with computer, document camera, projection screen projector, and smart podium display. 

· Only one entrance, so students are less likely to get up during class as the have to walk to the front and past the instructor.

· Flat floor means that it is difficult to see what goes on at the back of the room.
· Length of the room means that students at the back are very far away from the instructor.
· Moveable desks mean that group work is potentially easier but with a full class there is no room to actually turn or move desks.

· Giving exams is difficult because students are so tightly packed together; cheating is easy and walking around the room to answer questions is challenging.

· Room 02-0404 has more room at from of classroom for teaching or spreading out some desks. 

University Hall 2-2110/2-2330: Seats 85/65

· Very large classroom with desk in the center. Allows for all students to listen carefully and see what is being taught. 

· Seating is in a ring formation that loops around the room.

· Long tables hold many chairs at one so there are no separate desks that can be moved and take up more room than needed. 

· Design of the room amplifies the teacher’s voice so students in the back of the room can hear exactly what is being said. 

· Room is equipped with document camera, DVD/Blu-Ray player, projection screen and smart podium interactive display. 
· Chairs can be folded or stacked. Room has 65 chairs which is all the room can fit. 

· 2-2110 is a bit bigger and is able to fit 85 students but has the same design. 
