
Instructions for grading the final course project in CHEM 116 
 
The students are working in pairs which are numbered teams (with a few exceptions, Teams #85, 86, and 87 are 
individuals who I do not think will do the project because I learned they are withdrawing from the course). When 
you click on “Needs Grading” in the left navigation, and forward to the end, you will see team numbers and their 
project submissions. There is one project report for both students on the team. Both students should receive the 
same score. 
 
When you open the project report to be graded, you will find a 
screen with assignment details on the right side. To get the 
rubric option to show up,  you have to click the down arrow 
(see pic at right). 
 
Then you will see a view that looks like this: 
 

 
 
Overall instructions 

• Click on Item 1 so that you grade by rubric.  

• After you finish grading by rubric, please add a brief overall comment in the space labeled Item 2.  

• You can ignore Item 3. 

• When you are done, make sure that the “Attempt” shows the score out of 50 points that you assigned in 
the rubric. Then click “Submit”. 

 
(see next page for instructions on grading by rubric) 
 
 



Grading by rubric 
When you open the rubric, there will be places to enter information. I only made rubric descriptions for 0, 5, and 
10 out of 10 points for each category. Very likely, you will be giving points that are in between 5 and 10 points. To 
do this, select the middle item and then in the comment, write how many points out of 10 you gave (you will 
override the rubric at the bottom). Here is an example of what that looks like: 
 

 



This is a final project where students are using chemistry they have learned. Pay attention to what they are 
demonstrating that they learned more than the chemistry they got wrong. Celebrate what students did well, and 
only take off minimal points for what they did incorrectly (refer to the student handout for specific expectations). 
In most cases, there will be many things that are incorrect. Pick the one most basic idea that is incorrect and 
comment on that, so that there can be something learned by the students, and then mostly ignore the rest of 
what’s incorrect. The students are doing real experimental science and, just like you do in your research, it takes a 
lot of work to figure out if something makes sense. There will also be some things that you won’t know how to 
figure out if they are correct or incorrect. These students are taking a first-year undergraduate course in chemistry, 
they not in graduate school and they had a very limited time to do these experiments, and they did them at home 
in their kitchens, not in a lab with equipment, so just ignore things where you have no idea what the students are 
talking about. Most of what you should be doing is to look for things that they did correctly. 
 
At the bottom of the rubric, leave an overall comment on the rubric. It is fine if you use something similar to what I 
wrote in the example below, or your own version of it, for most of the students.  
 
Be sure to override the total score (change the number of points) so that it reflects the actual total that you are 
giving the students. I expect that the vast majority of projects will receive a score somewhere between 40 and 50.  
 

 
 
Do check the SafeAssign score. If you see something that looks very high, please alert me. Also alert me if you read 
a report where it is clearly indicated that only one student in the pair did the work. I will grade these situations. 
 
The score you give in the rubric will automatically populate to both students in the team. Do not fill in the “Group 
members” section at the end because that overrides the score you gave. On the next page is what the screen 
looked like when I returned after saving the rubric and before I submitted. 
 
In the section on “Feedback to learner”, I directed students to look at the rubric, since they will need to click on the 
rubric in Blackboard in order to see their scores and the feedback, and they might not know to do that. 
 
Afterward, click “Submit” and the grade should then go to the students. 



 


