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The Program

For nearlg 40 years, UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program has offered intellectuall9~
cl'iallenging, emotionall3~engaging, culturallywesponsive, culturall5~sustaining instruction in the classroom
with holistic, l’iigl1~impact practices of mentoring, community~l3uilcling, service~learning, and aclvocacg to
address the social and academic needs of students as well as the critical capacit3~l)uilcling needs of local
Asian American communities. The Program offers the most Asian American Studies courses, tacultg, and
communitg linl<ages of any universitg in New Englancl. The Program's alumni include teachers, social
workers, health care proviclers, business entrepreneurs, and leaders of local Asian American community
organizations. By grouncling our curriculum, teacl‘iing, and appliecl research in the realities of local Asian
American communities and l:)g respecting the l<nowleclge and l:)ilingual/ bicultural skills that many UMass
Boston students bring to the classroom, the AsAmSt Program creates powemcul learning environments for
all students to gain critical unclerstanclings about the historical experiences, voices, contemporary issues,
and contributions of diverse Asian populations inthe U.5. Graduate students from any area who have
Asian American Studies interests can serve as teacliing/ research assistants, mentors to unclergracluates,
and special project developers for the Program. AANAPISI students from Bunker Hill Community College
and those from Partnering pre~collegiate and communitg 3outl1 programs are encourageol to access
AsAmSt’s learning opportunities. Community members and organizations as well as alumni Participate in
our activities in many short- and long~term ways. UMass Boston was the onlg AANAPIS| research
university in the U.S. continuouslg funded l:)g the U.S. Dept. of Education from 2010 tlirougli 2026.



Celebrating our 2025-2026 Graduates in Asian American Studies
We applaucl Ange[ Wong (FF for completing ten AsAmSt courses and becoming the Zﬁth student to

gracluate with an individual major in Asian American Studies at UMass Boston. We also cheer eight
students from 2025-2026 who finished at least six courses that satis@ our AsAmSt program~oF~stud5
requirements: Feliz Angeline “Fasha” Natad Banson, Kgle Chear, Liam Crampton, Kim Thien Pinh,
Chantrea Sin, Caroline Nguyen, Ho”y HéngHanh Ngugén, and Ke”9 Tran. Atotal of 178 students has now

graduated with AsAmSt concentrations since 2000. F‘ina”g, we commend Xi Oscar Chen (& 1%, our
gracluate student core staff who makes history as UMB’s first Master of Public Po]icy clegree~holder.

Since 1987, our curricular and peclagogical contributions have egectivelg enabled many thousands of
students to fulfill multiple undergracluate requirements in general education, cliversitg, and writing
promciciencg while providing longer~term skills, sensibilities, and practices to improve life for their families
and communities as well as to inspire their own educational and proxcessiona! advancement. We appreciate
each cohort of gracluating students who claim the added value of AsAmSt course experiences invested in

their growing porhcolios of cultural, educational, and inter—generational wealth.

Renovation and Re~Mode|ing

Many transitions—some planned and others forced—have characterized the past academic year,

inclucling retirements, retrenchments, reversals, and reclconings. In August 2025, six offices used by
AsAmSt core Facultg and staff in the Corcoran Jennison Builcling were emptied with an administrative
expectation that tl'ley be Fu”g absorbed into our historic program space on the second floor of the Phillis
Wheatleg—Peters Builcling. This difficult phgsical displacement was part of an overall merging of the entire
School for Global Inclusion & Social Deve[opment into existing campus buildings. Thus, we offered 23
courses for over 400 students cluring 2025-2026, despite most of our teaching materials being stored in
boxes. From crisis to opportunitg, we partnerecl purpose?u”g with UMB-contracted architect, Steve
Casentini (above right), to envision and clesign in detail a near-gut renovation of our program space to be
completed before Fall 2026. Our two cover photos llustrate the regrettable downsizing~|iquidation of
1,000 volumes from our once-excellent AsAmSt [ibrary,Juxtaposed with one of many renovation plan

iterations that we proclucecl while still holdinga core stance of being water bg any means necessary.



Individual Major in Asian American Studies

Angcl Wong (% % )

Born and raised in Boston, MA, | come from a
small ?amily that includes mgschc, my mom,
dad, and brother. My Parcnts immigrated
from China in 200% so their children could
have more oPPortunitics. Growing up, my
brother and I received many chances that our
parents never got, one bcing higher
education which 1 am extremc|9 gratcfu] for.
Gracluating from Boston Latin Acaclemy in
2022 and entering UMass Boston, | decided
to major in Exercise & Health Science,

wantingto pursue a career in Onco]ogg in the

future. Evcntua”y, I decided to declare an

L ndividual ma}jor in Asian American Studies.

Entering my soPhomore year, | was conflicted as to what courses to take in order to fulfill my
rcquiremcnts and | came across Asian American Studies on Wiser. | decided to take my chances and add
the courses into my cart. Wa”cing into my first clay of classes, I didn’t have much cxpcctations. However,
after taking two Asian American Studies courses that year, | felt heard, understood, and a sense of
warmth. Graclua”y, I started to take more courses and cventua”y I decided todo a Program~o1c~stuc|9.
However, after comPlc’cing the 6-course rcquircmcnt, I felt so immersed in the curriculum that | decided to
declare an individual major. | felt a sense of comfort from the different tl'lings we learned in the classes to
the environment, the Proxcessors and the students. My involvement in AsAmSt has Proviclecl me with
different Pcrspcctivcs and tools to start my ownjourncg in ﬁnding my identitg and undcrstancling my

Parcnts’ generation.

Looking into the future, | see mgsc]xC working in the healthcare field, mainly in the oncologtj dcpartment,
working main!y with children but not limited to them as | want to work with all Populations. | want to make
an imPact. | P]an on xcinclinga field that combines my two clcgrecs togethcr, Exercise & Health Science with
Asian American Studies, so | can continue staging involved with Asian American Studies work. This means |
Plan on Fincling health care careers that focus more on the Asian American Population. TalcingAsian
American Studies has cxpandccl my lcnowlcdgc and Pcrspcctive on healthcare and has hclped me better
understand the needs of Asian American communities. | hope to continue the meaningFUI connections |

have built with the ProFessors and fellow students in the AsAmSt Program after graduating.



Program-o{:-Studg in Asian American Studies

Feliz Angcline “Fasha” Natad Banson

Hallo! My name is Feliz Angc]inc,
but | g0 bﬂ Fasha.lama
scconcheneration Filipino
American student born and
raised in chmouth, MA. Iam
graduatingwitl'] a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing alongwi’ch a
Program~01c~stuc|9 in Asian
American Studies, which is a
l'luge achievement for me, as |
went through nursing school
while my mom battled stage four
colon cancer. Outside of

SCI"IOOI, | have bCCI’l a dancer

and artist for 20 years.

I grew up ina Prcclominantlg white town, navigating a K~12 Public school education where my iclentity asa
F‘i!ipina American was largelg invisible. Upon entering co”egc at UMass Boston, one of the most diverse
schools in the nation, I was able to exPand and explorc my cultural iclentity for the first time in my life. 1didn’t

even know | was considered "Asian American” or the mcaning of this identitg until | entered higher education!

lam Finishing my time at UMB with many experienccs under my belt. 1 have served as the Cultural Director
for SMCA’s Asian Student Center and as the President of UMass Boston’s Filipinx Cultural Club, HOV!
PINOVY! (H!IPD (202%3-2025). Prior to that, I served as H!P’s Performance Coordinator starting my
freshman year. | also led a service trip to the Bay Area, California, focused on Filipino American and
Ethnic Studies in 2023-2024. This effort helpecl build momentum for UMass Boston’s first Filipino
American Studies academic course, in which | TA'd in Spring 2025. That same semester, | was also a
rccipient of an AsAmSt SUCCS Award. 1 am cleep[g Passionate about aclvocating for underserved
communities, like the AAPI communitg, to support those who feel unheard and unsupportecl. That was
the realit9 I lived in for so long.  also knew that in order to contribute to others—whether in Family,
community, or career spaces—I needed to understand mgsehc first froma Pcrsonal, transnational, and
historical Perspcctivc. Exploring this 2ap inmy cultural identitg was incrccliblg imPortant to me. 've gained
so much Pride as an Asian American through this program. | have been reminded of who 1am as a FiIiPino
before we were told who we were. I continue to be curious about the heterogencitg of our Asian American
realities. Currcntlg, I serve the broader Filipino community as a Board Member of the Philippinc American

Mainstream Aclvocacg for NonPartisan Associations, Inc. (PAMANA) and as a council member of the



Youth Advisorg Coundil for the l"i]ipino American National Historical Society (FANHS YACQ). For my
?amilg, I would like to start clocumenting and co”cctinga written narrative of our ?amilg nistorg tocreatea
book. As an artist, | want to create art that addresses imPortant socialjustice themes, educates others,
and serves as a tool for civic engagement. | have a diverse range of Passions and skill sets that I intend to
bring into the workforce. A]tlﬂougn I will start as an RN, I know I will cxplorc from there. ASAMST has
allowed me to understand mgscllc in ClCPtI"I and has nelpecl give me the confidence to see mgscllc asa
leader. Amidst my interests in healthcare, ethnic studies, and dance/movement lies a unhcgingtnrcacl: a
commitment to lcadcrship and communitg engagement. Regardlcss of the spechcic field 1 ultimatclg pursue,

my aspiration is to foster inclusive, equitablc, and empowcred communities. And to cnjog [ife while Pm at it!

Kglc Chear

Kg!e Chearisa scconc|~gcncration Cambodian American from Lynn,
Massachusetts. He graduatcs with a Bachelor of Science in Psgcno!ogg and
a Program~o1c~5tucl9 in Asian American Studies. He currentlg works as a
Tncrapcutic mentor and In-Home Tncrapg Support Clinician at Children’s
Friend and lzamily Services. He Plans to pursue a graduatc~[eve| Psgcnologg
degrcc to continue to support margina]izcd 9outh in a mental health caPacitg.

Kg!e’s first Asian American Studies course was: AsAmSt 270: Cambodian
American Culture & Community. Triumphant stories of bravcrg from his
Khmer ancestors and elders left him insPirecl, sparking a desire to dccpen his
understanding of Asian American nistorg and culture. Lessons of Powencul
Asian American activists emphasizccl community involvement and action which

led to Kg]e’s involvement in on-campus activities. With the immense suPPort

and guidance from Facultg affiliated with the Asian American Studies
Program, Kyle volunteered as a teaclﬂing assistant, peer mentor lead, unclergraduate level research
assistant, academic coacn, and co~Presic|cnt for the Khmer Culture Association at UMass Boston. The
Asian American Studies Program instilled confidence in Kglc and cmpowcrcd him to pursue these
oPPortunitics to make the most of the Program’s PowerFul lessons. Kglc devclopccl imPortant leaclcrsl'lip
and communit5~oricntccl skills that will follow him tnrougl'l the rest his career and acaclcmicjourney‘ Heis

increclib]y gratcxcul for his wonderful suPport system that was established with the hclp of the program.

Kgle Plans to become one of the first members in his Familg to pursue gracluatc level education to continue
to educate and mentor marginalizccl 5outn. He Plans to contribute to mcaning¥ul Psycl'lological research
to take Part in uplhcting Asian American voices. As he progresses in his career, Kgle asPircs toserve as a
mentor for uPcoming Asian American students. He Plans to support students bﬂ assisting with Funding for
the next generation of students. He dreams of cstab]ishinga community recreation center under his ?amilg
name to serve as a site for community soliclarity. He looks forward to continuing to build his relationship
with the program }:)9 assistingwitl'] future events and educational initiatives. The program’s lessons of

aclvocacg guiclc him in his work and will alwags serve as motivation to ﬁg]'lt Forjusticc.



Kgle would like to givea thank you to all the incredible Asian American Studies Prochsors that educated
him cluring his time at UMass Boston. Thank youto Kim Soun Ty, Pratna Kem, Karen Suyemoto, Susan
Tan, Shirlcy Tang, and Son Ca Lam. The lessons from these amazing educators will follow him for the rest
of his life. He’d like to givea spccial thank you to Kim Soun Ty and Pratna Kem. It was a trulg sPccia! honor
to be mentored by two Cambodian American educators cluring his time at UMass Boston. He'd like to gve a
final and very imPortant thank you to all of the Asian American Studies Program Facu]tg and volunteers that
do the work behind the scenes inclucling the organizing for this increcliblg thougl'mcul gracluation ceremony.

Liam Crampton

lama F‘ilipino American undergracluatc studging
Communication, minoring in Professional New Media
Writing, and takinga Program~oF~study in Asian
American Studies. | grewup in Quincy, MA, the son of
an immigrant mother and a white father. Despi‘ce
Quincy’s largc Asian American Populationj there were
few Fili[:)inos, and my school, c{cspite havinga diverse
student body, had a most]y white staff. Mg
expericnce in that school environment gave me the
impression that my Filipino side wasn't somcthing of
much value. | ended up leaning into the whiteness |
thought was Prized, which led me to fall into toxic
crowds and overcompensate bg Pemcorming for

attention, a persona that harmed others and sent my

an

high school, and more Fu”g duringthe Panolemic, that | realized no amount of PerFormance would grant me

mental health into a severe depression. It wasn’t until

acceptance into whiteness; when anti-Asian hate surgecl, | was grouped in as the enemy. That recl(oning

left me grappling with guilt over my actions, regret over the Pain I had caused, and frustration that it took
me being on the receiving end of hate for me to become conscious of my actions. Though | can’t undo the
past, Pve chosen to move forward bg committing mgsehc to helPing others, workingto ensure no one

endures the hurt | both inflicted and exPeriencccl mgselmc.

After taking ajourna]ism class in high school, the power of voice became very aPParent to me, espccia”g
after years of supprcssing my own. | decided to attend UMass Boston with the intention of Pursuinga
journalism career, but the spcchcics of that were still unclear to me. It was cluring my third semester that |
took my first Asian American Studies course, AsAmSt 250G: Rise UPI Asian American Lcadcrship and
Social Change with Pratna Kem. It was Primarily to fulfill a seminar requircmcnt, but 1 did have an interest in
activism in the Asian American communitgj a core foundation of the class. It was in this class that we
created a tcn~point program based on the Black Panther Party’s Ten-Point Program. Mine focused on

universitg accommodations for Asian Americans and their saxcetg. This Project was the first oPPortunity |



gotto tell my story, somctl']ing I was cxtrcmclg nervous to do. But | was met with acceptancc, Praisc, and
validation from Pratna and my classmates. Shortlg axcter, I became a TA for the class and cventua”y
declared the Asian American Studies Program~omc~stud5. From there, Asian American Studies has shaped
the bulk of my UMass Boston cxpcrience, from my sense of communitg with the many amazing Pcoplc 've
met, my involvement in the school’s F‘ilipino American student culture club, HOY! PINOY!, and my sense of
idcntit9 and comfort in my own skin. As a writer for The Mass Media newspaper and an intern for the
Sampan newspaper, Pve been able to use my Position to amplhcg the voices of communities and Pcoplc

who deserve to have their stories told.

Asian American Studies has cxpandccl my concept of what ajoumalist can be and the role thcy can Plag for
Peoplc. These Asian American Studies classes I've taken have rea”g put into Perspcctivc how moving and
important it can be for marginalizcd Pcoplc to Fina”g be seen--whether it is tl*n‘ougl'l the stories of the
community’s elders, or 139 establisl']inga class centered around an unclerreprescnted group. lwant to help
others so tlﬁeg dor't feel the Pain that | both caused and cxpcriencccl. J Plan on doing S0 tl'lrough my career

as a writer, a”owing Pcop[e to be seen so thcg know that who tlﬁeg areis somcthing of value to the world.
Kim Thién Dinh

r lama second~gcncration Vietnamese American and the
youngest claughter of two Vietnamese reFugccs. I major in
Biology with a Program~omc~stucl9 in Asian American Studies
and balance three part timejobs. My acaclcmicjourneg had me
starting out as a Music ma}jor, which switched to Phi]osopl'lg and
Public Policy, before | Fina”g landed on Biologg. In the same
year, | found Asian American Studies and grew more interested
after taking AsAmSt 250G: Rise uP! Asian American Lcaclcrs]nip
and Social Changc, taught bg Professor Pratna Kem. It was
after takingthis class, and also being able to TA for it the next
semester, where | rea”g felt the imPact of Asian American
Studies on mgjourncg to navigating iclentity and healing, and

how I could use how it imPactccl me to suPPort others.

I decided to include a focus on Asian American Studies because

AsAmSt courses were never offered in my Iﬂigh school studies,

and the parts that were, were not told t]ﬂrouglﬁ the lens of an
Asian American. So, | wanted to learn more about historg that |
didn’t learn much about before, and historg where | felt
rcprcsentecll because I never knew that much about my Vietnamese backgrouncl. lalso strugglcd with my
own iclcntity, where | often felt as if 1 didn’t fit in among my classmates who were most]9 white, and also at
home with my immediate and extended ?amilg. Subconsciouslg, maybe I had hoped that this would teach
me a bit about myselF and hclp me bridgc some of the intcrgcnerational gaps between my Familg and me.



As | got more involved with Asian American Studies through the classes and Pcople I built connections
with, 1 learned so much about my own idcntitg, the importance of kecping my Familg’s stories alive, and
how to use the past as guidance for how we can change the future of our own communities. | felt the

support of a different group with every class 1 took and, bcgond that, it has insPirecl me to learn more

about otl'ler PCOPIC ancl }DC more involved in spaces ClOSC to home.

Begoncl graduating, Icarry a clcepcr sense of Priclc and purpose about my own iclcntity. What I've learned
from Asian American Studies about aclvocacg, cultural awareness, and empowerment has Pushcd me to
show up more and become more Prcsent and intentional about the spaces that 'm Part of. | hope to
inspirc others througl'l my Priclc by staying involved with Asian American Studies and giving back !:)9
showing up and being involved with the work I do at the Institute for Asian American Studies and
aclvocating forlocal community organizations. | Plan to use what I've learned about the imPortancc of
communitg involvement to build more connections, documcnting these spaces, and voluntecring in
different settings. Wherever | g0, alwags think of the lessons I've learned from Asian American Studies
which shapc the actions | choose every clay. Thank you for l'lclping me grow as a person and showing me

the suPPort that | need to become a peer leader.
Chantrea Sin

lama second~gcncration Cambodian
American graduating with a major in
Marketing and a Program~oxc~stuc13 in Asian
American Studies. | was raised in Lynn,
Massachuset‘cs, and sPcnt much of my
childhood near a local Khmer tcmple. As |
grew older, 1 became incrcasingly

disconnected from my cultural roots.

Enro”ing in the AsAmSt 270 Cambodian
American Culture and Communitg course
with Kim Soun Ty Proviclccl an oPPortunitH

for me to reconnect with and dcepcn my

unclcrstancling of my cultural hcritagc and [} F

historg. Trutl‘ncung, I was nervous about taking my first AsAmSt course. | assumed it would be like a
traditional historg class. Then 1 took the course, and I felt compc”ed to Participatc, to listen, and to
reflect, often Fincling Pieces of my own Familg’s story in the lessons we cxplorecl. For the first time, | felt
emPowerecl to share my Personal experienccs in an academic space. | decided to do a Program—oﬁstudg
in Asian American Studies because it gave me the tools to dig decper into my Familg historgl take Pric{c in
exPrcssing my ideas, and share my stories, not onlg for mgsehc, but for the younger generation who

deserve to see their histories rccognizcd and valued.



In 2024, | served as a Teac]'ling Assistant for the same course. Having the oPPortunitg to step intoa
leaclersl'lip role within the program was trulg meaningmcul to me and cloing it in the same class that first
oPcnccl the door to my Persona] schjoumeg felt like a full-circle moment. As a TA, I led the Lynn Public
Schools (LPS) Oral History Projcct, where I worked c]osclg with peers whom I once attended Lynn
Classical High School with, to share our high school expcriences with LPS staff. Using our lived
cxpcriences in training worlcshops with LPS teachers was increclib]g Powemcul, esPeciang lmowing that this

WOI‘l( COUICI |'1ave rea! impact FO!‘ gounger generations.

The program taught me the power of lived experiences, listening cleeplg, and te”ing stories that are often
overlooked. Whether | pursue a career in marketing or communitg—basccl work, | Plan to carry these values
into cvcrgthingl do.1 I'IOPC to stay involved in Asian American Studies by cxploring my dream of creating a
small clotlﬁing brand that creates space for younger genera‘cions to feel seen, heard, and Proud of where

theg come from. AsAmSt gave me my voice, and moving, forward, I intend to use it with purpose.

Caroline Nguycn

My name is Caroline Nguyen and | am a senior majoring in Philosophg of Law and Ethics with minors in
Historg and Asian American Studies. As a first generation, mixed Vietnamese and Black American co”cgc
student raised in the Boston area, my
uPbringing has been slﬂapecl bg navigating
multiplc cultural identities and communities.
Alongsiclc my academic work, 1 am also a small
business owner, running my own bcautg studio,
which has taugl']t me discip]inc, indcpcndcncs,
and the imPortance of connecting with diverse
communities. These cxPcricnces have
strengthenccl my resilience and cleepenecl my
unclerstanding of resPonsibility and iclentity.

Myjourney into Asian American Studies
began with the AsAmSt 250G seminar which

led me to take the AsAmst 294 Resources for Vietnamese Americans course. Through these courses, |

began to understand my iclcntity inamuch deepcr and more Personal way, espccially as a descendant of
a Vietnamese Amerasian. Growing, up as someone who is both Vietnamese and Black, this part of my
iclentitg was not sometl']ing I alwags had the language or space to Fu”g cxPlorc. Learning about the historg
of Vietnamese Amerasians, marked }39 war, displacemcnt, and complicatecl belonging, hclpcd me make
sense of my own Familg history and where I fit within it. For the first time, I saw my expericnces reflected in
academic spaces, and it transformed how I understood mysehc. These classes did notjust teach me
historg. Thcg gave me claritg, validation, and a stronger sense of identitg, which ultima‘cely inspirecl me to

pursue a Program—omc~stud5 in Asian American Studies.



After gracluating, I Plan to attend law school and pursue a career in the legal field where | nope to
advocate for underserved and marginaiizcd communities. My background in Asian American Studies will
continue to guide how | aPProacn issues oijusticc, espcciany in recognizing, how race, iclcntitg, and
systcmic incqualities intersect. Asa First~gcncration student, | carry a strong sense of rcsponsibilitg to
create oPPortunitics not onlg for mgselic, but for others who come from simiiarlg complcx and
uncierrcpresentecl backgrounds. | nopc to use both my legal education and my lived experienccs to uP]iict
voices that are often overlooked. No matter where my Patl"l leads, 1 will remain connected to Asian

American Studies bg continuing to engage with and give back to the communities that shaped my growtn.
Ho"g Hc")ngHanh Ngugén

lama second~gcncration Vietnamese American ciaughtcr of two
Vietnamese immigrants and the youngest of five children. | m?'or in

Psycho]ogg with a Program~01c~stuci5 in Asian American Studies.

Pve cxpcricnccci many forms of community and [caclcrship work
with the Vietnamese community on and of f campus which has led
to my interest in taking courses in the AsAmSt Program. The
AsAmSt 228 Asian Women in the U.S. course and AsAmSt 294
Resources for Vietnamese Americans course led me to pursue a
Program~01c-stuclg in AsAmSt. Tnere, | connected with many
diverse students and learned more about my Family and cultural
iwistorg. anougnout my years at‘cencling UMass Boston, | have
been involved with the Vietnamese Student Association and
collaborated with other cultural organizations which have Provicieci
lessons in aclvocacg for our neignbors and our families,
documenting and arcniving historg tl'lrougn oral/ ciigita] stories, as
well as learning to grow with the suPPort of the AsAmSt Facultg

and staff tnrough cultural knowledge, excnanges and care.

The AsAmSt courses have made a great impact in my life and involvement on campus with Pcrsona]
connection, guiclancc and mcntorship from Facultg. Pve learned the nistory of our Asian American
communities around Boston and ncigl'lboring cities tl'lrougn class field trips to historical landmarks and
community organizations. I've learned about my classmates tnrougn cooking assignments in class. And
Pve been able to find clccpcr meaning, througn my internsnip work, communitg organizations that |

had never known of before. In AsAmst 270 Cambodian American Culture and Communitg course, |
collaborated with other classmates in a shadow PUPPCt Projcct. | shared a Part of mgselic tl'lrougn the
AsAmSt 397 Applieci Research in AsAmSt course. And tlﬁrough my internsnip at the Mather Elementarg

SCI'IOOI, | was able to reconnect with a Previous church’s school teacher.



The AsAmSt Program has Plagcd a big Part in hclping me cxplore and clcvc]op mgselxC as aleader at
school and in the community. Each course taught me how much effort goes into P]anning and executing a
rojcct. It showed me how interconnected the local Asian American community is and has led me to
aPPrcciatc all the small gestures of care and love we cxchangc through the bonds we've created. 1 am still
indecisive about my future Plans, but 1 am continuing to learn and discover more stories of my Fami!y and
friends. | hopc to continue builcling upon the rclationsl']ips Pve fostered. 1also want to stay grounclccl in
the l*n'storg, traditions and knowlcdge that our ancestors who came before us have set for us and applg
them to my dailg life. | hopc that wherever | £0, the Asian American Studies Program continues to grow

and thrive in clcvcloping more rich stories and history for future generationsl

Kc”g Tran

lama second~gcncration Vietnamese American born and raised in
Hartford, Connecticut. Tranchrring into UMass Boston, | was
unsure about what | wanted to focus on or pursue in the Future, but
quiclcly found mgschc drawn to courses that allowed me to explore
my identitg, communitg, and lived cxpcriences. It was througl'l these
cxperiences that | decided to pursue a major in Sociologg and

complctc a Program—oﬁstudg in Asian American Studies.

| first discovered Asian American Studies bﬂ chance while browsing
courses and came across the AsAmSt 294 Resources for Vietnamese
American Studies course. It complctelg clﬁangecl how I saw my education
and my identitg. For the first time, | found mysehc in a classroom with
peers from similar backgrouncls, where the questions Pve had for years

about my identitg, my Familg’s his‘corg, and what it means to be

| Vietnamese American were Fxna”y aclcnowleclgcd Beingina space like
thls not onlg maclc me feel understood but also hclpccj me grow acadcmlca”g and Persona”g Once I decided
that | wanted to pursue a career inlaw, many of my ProFessors connected me to resources that hclpecl gunclc
me in the right direction. Through those connections, I've met mentors and found oPPortunitics to work with
organizations like Boston Little Saigon, the 1975: A Vietnamese Diaspora Commemoration Initiative, Greater
Boston Legal Services, and the Asian American Resource Workshop. Working with these organizations

showed me how Asian American Studies can connect clircct!y to Po]icg, advocacgj and lcgal work.

After gracluation, | Plan to continue gaining sxperience in the [egal field as prepare for law school. My
cxpcriences in Asian American Studies have shapcd how I understand the historical and Political forces
that contribute to Prcsen’&dag issues ogjustice and communitg, and thcy will continue to guidc the work |
do moving forward. | hope to stay involved in communitg~bascd work and continue supporting efforts
that center Asian American voices, cxpand access to resources, and address the structural incqualities
that impact marginalizc& communities. U]timate]g, I know I want to be able to Provicle avoice for those the

systcm often overlooks or fails to Pro‘cect.



Rccognizing Graduate Student Contributions

Xi Oscar Chen (& #.), MPP, Public Policg

I grew up in Guangclong, C]’lina, where | was Part of the mezjoritg culture in every sense. | came to the
United States cluring hig]'l school and finished my bachelor's clegree in economics at UMass Amherst in
2024 | was drawn to
economics because | wanted
to understand whg Povertg
Pcrsists and how inequalitg
reprocluccs itself. The same
curiosity brought me to the
Master of Public Policg
program at UMass Boston,
where I wanted to look for
Practica] solutions and see
how institutional rules land in
orclinarg lives. Professor
Peter Kiang welcomed me and
showed me how that work

landed in communities.

One of the most fruitful cxpcriences I had with the Asian American Studies Program was watcl'ling
strangers become a communitg inside those classrooms. We live in a lonelg time, and connections like that
are very much needed for us to stay united as an cthnicitg and to increase unclcrstancling among, each
other. As a research assistant and archival staff in the program office, | got to see how the program built
and sustained those connections. Moreover, Professor Peter Kiang guiclccl my academic thinking and
connected me with alumni who helpecl me think about my future. Professor Son CaLam Pushecl me to

engage with different fields of knowlcclgc and hclpcc] me think about my research more broac”g.

After gracluation | want to work in research—at a think tank orin a Polic5~1cacing role—on qucstions J
have been sitting with since | first Piclcccl up economics. | am interested in how institutions are clcsigncd
and what incentives thcy create. Can sPcchcic incentives cxPancl what kinds of work exist and make it
harder to exPloi’t the Pcople doing the work. Education Policy and labor economics are my two main
fields of interest. Asian American Studies groundccl that interest in something human, in communities
where those questions are not theoretical but claily. The research qucstions lam carrying forward were

shapcd hercj andlam gratcfu] for that.



AsAmSt Program Sampli ng from 2025-2026

Rc-Vitalizing Asian American Cultures & Health Practices

A3 Students and Facuty
Uwersty o Masaschunnens 831128

Il Brain Health
Promotion
Workshop

wnd Hea

Lingling’s strong communitg connections, clinical cxpcrtise, and caring Pcdagogg cngagccl students who must
manage health care complexities within their immigrant families as well as those sccking Pro?cssional careers
with cultural humilitg in the health fields. Guest lectures bg Practitioncrs such as AsAmSt alumna, Theresa
Tran, from the Boston Public Health Commission groundcd the course. With Oscar Chen’s bilingual TA
suPPort, students were cha”cngccl to deliver communitg health Presentations for children and elders at

Quincy Asian Resources Inc (QARI)’s lunar new year festival and Rainbow Adult Dag Carein Quincg.

Re-Generations and Rc~Tc"ings: Fi&y Years after the Fall of 5ai Gon

: ~—u The ncwlg~[:>ub|ishccl sPccial issue (vol #12) of CLNY Forum Publishecl }33 the CUNY
Asian American/Asian Studies Institute includes a bilingua], co-authored article by Linh-
Phuong vii with behavioral health clinician, Thanh Phan, “My Child, our Elders Used to
Say... Nothing in the Pond is More Beautiful Than the Lotus - Con O, f)ng BaTaCo
Noi... Trong Pam Gi DCP Béng Sen,” Plus AsAmSt Program Director Peter Kiang's
critical historical sgnthesis article, “Boston Anti-Asian Violence: Re~Manhccsting Anh
Mai’'s Legacy,” and a poetic tour-de-force }39 Prof. Son Ca Lam, “Bién | Bign | Bign: Out

of (Im) Possible Places” which renownedjournal editor, Russell Leong, calls “brilliant” and

Preclicts “will become a classic in Vietnamese and Asian American literature”.



AClear Bright Return to Mt. Hope

In APril, Prof. Peter Kiang, shared three decades of work about Boston’s historic Chinese burial grounds
in Mt. Hope Cemetery to hclp open the 2026 Tcmp[e of Our Ancestral Dreams exhibition at the Pao Arts
Center in Boston Chinatown. Peter’s sclﬂolarship and Pcclagogical commitments at Mt. Hope tl'lrouglw
annual field trips with students in the AsAmSt 423 Boston’s Asian American Communities course since
199% are featured in a new nine-minute clocumentaxy about the communit9 signhcicancc of the burial

grouncls Procluccd 139 award~winning filmmaker, Kenneth Eng, which also Prcmierecl at the event.

Learning from Myra Liwanag as lskwclahang Pilipino Turns 50
Extencling our commitment to cxpand F‘i!ipino American Studies at UMB, Myra Liwanag P]us Liam Crampton
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as TA offered alocal F‘ilipino communit3~1cocuscd version
of AsAmSt 200 Introduction to Asian American Studies in
Spring 2026 with full enrollment and a wide range of guest
Prcsentcrs and Participatorg activities, inclucling HOVY!
PINOY! student Pchormanccs. Myra is the esteemed
director of lslcwc!al'lang Pilipino which celebrates its goldcn
50th anniversary in May. IPis the ]ongcst~running F‘ilipino
language and culture school in the us, having served local
immigrant families for generations, inclucling many children
who later attended co”cge at UMDB.

Exploring Asian American Studies lntc"igcncc in the Story Data Lab

Through courses, ongoing PrOJccts and the PlatForm of her Endowed Dlstlnguxshecl Prochsorsth
S}‘nr]cg Tang continued to advance the agenda of the AsAmSt Program’s Story Data Lab Partxcularly in
relation to ideas of accuracy, authcntncuty, awareness, and accountabllltg for Asian American Studies
intc”igcncc. By spcchcica”y exploring what is AsAmSt lntc”igence, Shirleg cha”eng@d her team as well as
students in each of her AsAmSt courses to become more clear and compctcnt in relation to “story data
conception, (co) Procluctionj archiving, and use of Asian American Studies story data in this new age of
Al l:o”owing her direction that “we need Frcsl'], creative aPProaclﬁes to P[ant, grow, harvest and share
original, authentic, algorithmica”3~inclcpcn<:lcnt intc”igcnce,” staff members of the 2025-26 Story Data
Lab—Ammany Ty, Nia Duong, Kim Soun Ty, Arlene Vu, and Parmita Gurung—respondecl ina varicty of
ways through original creative work, Project supPort and co—Proc{uction in both introcluctory and
advanced aPPlied research courses, and cxPcrimentation with new formats of exhibition and Public

engagement. The Lab’s first MasterClass Series with Paul Watanabe is also nearlg complctccl.



To demonstrate cxamples of original, hand-crafted art~mal<ing, Arlene
Procluced a P[ant~'ust~seccls block Printing collection while Ammany
welcomed the Fircfwrse new year in watercolor. Similarlg, scclcing to
engage in—Pcrson communit9 audiences clircctlg) Story Data Lab staff
exhibited their originalj Pandemiobasecl, mu]ti]ingual, illustrated children’s
book, Hira Makes a Sound, at the Lowell-based Cambodian American

Literary Arts Association’s first li’cerarg festival in March 2026.

Culminating in May 2026, the Story Data Lab and AsAmst 398 hosted “AsAmSt !nte”igcnce: aData
Justice Student Collection” in the Venture Dcvelopmcnt Center space with Premicrcs of 14 new student
creative co~Procluctions, inclucling five rich, multilingual, Pcrsonal narrative videos, a mixed-race idcntitg
visual novel, a bilingua[ poem collection, communit3~engagccl research on Vietnamese language access in
Quincg, artand sculpturc installations clealing with sociocultural dgnamics of race, beautg, ?amilg, and
intergenerational unclers’candingsj a Podcast sampling of local Khmer tales, a representatiombased zine
and fashion line, and a pop-up theater Pencormance using, original art and drama. Nearlg 100 students,
Facultg, staff, friends, Familg members, and VDC tenants attended. Each Project illustrates themes of

da‘cajustice and expressivelg shows how and whg AsAmSt inte”igence is 50 authentica”g distinctive.




Facult3~5tudcnt~Alumni«Community Synergjes

Core doctoral students, Kim Soun Ty and Linh~Phu’ong Vi, maintained their teaclﬂing excellence during
2025-2026, each with a unique moclcling of communitg rcscarch, Public education, and clocumcntary care.
In addition to ogcring her signature
AsAmSt 270 course, Cambodian
American Culture and Communitg,
for the ninth consecutive year, Kim
also complc‘ccd our third and final
year of Partnership with the Lynn
Public Schools througl'] the state-
suPPorted MA Genocide Education
program. Culminatingwitl'] acampus
visit in May 2026, 22 1 ynn l'iigh
school 3outh and two high school

teacher leaders Participated ina workshop on cultural identities, followed bg a class session in AsAmSt 223
Asians in the US with Kim guest~Presenting on her dissertation research about Khmer rci:ugce cxPericnces

of lead Poisoning in Lynn during the 1980s-1990s.

{' Generations/of Vié
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o the young generalionSiSotheygan know their true roots
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While teaching AsAmSt 2281 Asian Women in the US, Linh continued to lead a full agenda of cultural,
educational, cntrcprcncuria!, and civic activities from her P]ahcorm as Community Program Director for
Boston Little Saigon. Linh’s creative vision and community dedication will be ricHg clisplayecl in the new
bi]ingual 90-minute documcntarg film, 7re Gi3, Mang Moc: Generations of Vietnamese D/aspora, which
Prcmicres in June 2026. Drawing on her 1975 Oral Stories initiative which has documented local, inter-
gcncrational communitg histories across 50 years, the film includes voices and Footagc from some of
Linh’s AsAmSt students as well as scholarlg ana]gsis Providccl bg Prof. Son Ca Lam. The film trailer also
shows Magor Michelle Wu with babg Mira (above) cxpcriencing the Fireflies Across Generations: 50 Years
of Vietnamese Diaspora immersive exhibit designed !:)5 Linh with AsAmSt students in 2025.

Profs. Son Ca Lam and Lakshmi Srinivas centered numerous communit9 sites and voices in their AsAmSt
courses as well. Notablg, Son Ca reclcsignccl AsAmSt 423 Boston’s Asian American Communities in Fall
2025 to focus on diasporic food stories with visits by local Asian American chefs while Lakshmi also

Fcaturecl scveral gUCSt spcakers and scholars in hcr remote AsAmSt courses CaCl"l semester.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Vd5DriVkTI

SJCCS Campus/ Community Contributions

During 2025-26, sixteen AsAmSt students, inclucling five immigrants and eleven US-born with immigrant or
rcFugcc parent origins from Cambodia, China, India (Gujarat), the Philippinesl and Viet Nam as well as
lincagc from Barbados, received cliscretionarg scholars{vip suPPort tl'lrouglw our heartfelt Stanlcy and
Josephine Chen Communit9 Scholars (SUCCS) program. Six students continued to receive a second year
of succs suPPort, while ten were ?reshly selected. SUCCS scholarship suPPort complemcnts other
financial aid assistance that students typica”g receive. Our added support enables some to reduce
burdensome loans or work hours unrelated to their academic and career interests, in addition to directlg
rcclucing tuition and fee costs. In return, students assume varied Ieaclcrship and service roles, including
intcrnships in community settings such as the Sampan newspaper
of the Asian American Civic Association (AACA) or as tcaching
assistants in high~cnrol|ed AsAmSt courses linked to Prioritg
areas such as Cambodian American Studies or F‘ilipino American
Studies. In her staff role as Student/ Community Engagemcnt
Coordinator, Nia Duong (left Photo: Mel Taing), manages the
orientation, communication, and assessment/reflection with our
SJCCS scholarship rccipicnts. In the coming year, we also intend
to re-connect more clircctlg with our alumni and community
Partners from the Pre~COVlD SCCS decade from 2010-2020.

! N

with grants for all AANAPISIs terminated bﬂ the executive branchl the campus 1Corma”3 concluded sixteen
years of AANAPISI-funded imPacts from 2010 to 2026 through the Asian American Resource Office
(AARO) and Asian American Student Success Program (AASSP). This ended the ]ongcst Pcriocl of
continuous AANAPISI Program Funcling by the US Dcpartmcnt of Education for any co”cgc/ univcrsity in
the country. Numerous contributions of staff, Facultg, alumni, communitg Partners, and sister AANAPISIs
in metro Boston have strcngthcned UMass Boston’s caPacities for “servingness” that support Asian
American student access and gracluation, and we gcncrated many innovative models and lessons for first-
gcncration student dcvelopment as well as urbanj Public student- and communit3~centered teac]‘ring,
research, and advocacy. lmportantlg for the future, the AANAPISI clesignation continues to exist in law
through the nation’s Higher Education Act enacted by Congress, clespite administrativel3~orderccl halts
to funded programs. For now, there?orc, the campus ecosystem nourished by AsAmSt and IAAS for
more than three decades through our “enclaves of excellence” caPacities, must continue to maintain
healthg visions and commitments, while also ho[ding institutional memories of AASSP/AARO’s imPacts.



APPrcciating Professor Paul Yashihiko Watanabe

Professor Paul Watanabe—the guarclian keeper of our urban Public research university’s historic civil rights
mission and one of the nation’s most influential voices rcgarc]ing Policy research and advocacy with Asian
American communities—has retired from his
Facultg role in UMB’s Political Science
DePartmcnt after a remarkable 4¢ years of
dedicated teaching. Going, forward, Paul still
leads the Institute for Asian American Studies
(UAAS) where he has served as director since
its Founclingin 199%. As IAAS Director, Paul,
served as a Facu]tg co~PrinciPa| Investigator—
together with AsAmSt ?acultg Peter Kiang and
Shirlcg Tang—in securing multi~3ear Asian
American and Native American Pacific Islander-
Scrving!nstitution (AANAPISI grants which
cumulativelg totaled over $10M from 2010 until

= *\' 8 2026 when minorit3~serving grants programs
under the US Department of Education were halted by the current administration. UMass Boston was the
onlg school in the country with continuous AANAPISI Func]ing to increase access and degrcc completion for

low-income Asian American students throughout the Past 16 years.

Paul’s most Powencul long—term teaching contribution in
Asian American Studies for the Past 25 years has been
his clePartmcntal and Honors-based ogerings of
PolSci/AsAmSt 2651 World War If Internment of
Japanese Americans which, when Possib!e, included
field-based expcricnces for students to visit the historic
Los Angeles Little Tokgo community and the Manzanar

National Historic Site in Southern California.

Paul’s original course field triP with UMB students to
Manzanar in 2009 (above) and his culminating trip in
2025 (lmct) were each documented }39 Shirlcg Tang and
her co~Procluction team. Shirleg’s Story Data Labis
currentlg in Post—p‘oduction for avideo-based Asian
American Studies MasterClass Series xcocusing on Paul’s
teacl']ing of the WWII Incarceration exPericnce and its
legacies. This inaugural MasterClass Project Featuring
Paul should Prcmiere in Fall 2026.




In 2013, based on the AsAmSt Program’s
nomination, Paul received the Chancellor's
Award for Distinguisl']ecl Service—one of
the three l']igl']est xcacu]tg honors Possible at
UMB. That same year, he was ProFiled in
one of famed Plﬂotojournalist Don West’s

Por‘craits OF local l”ICFOCS.

Five years later, ata trulg radiant /c/7/~go Ichi-e (—#—4)
once-in-a-lifetime moment In January 2018, then-Consul
General of Japanj Rokurichiro Michii and his wife, hosted an
official ceremony where—on behalf of the Japanese
Emperor—Paul was Forma”g conferred the Ordler of the
Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon.

Markingthe magnitude of Paul’s profound contributions as a
Faculty memberl we offer two added Perspectives that share
]ong~term admiration and aPPreciation—botlﬁ Personallg and

Programmatica”g—ﬁ’om AsAmSt Prof. Son Ca Lam and

Lecturer, Pratna Kem (Photos below from Pratna):

Son Ca Lam: | have known Paul since I was an unclergraduate student. At first, | was intimidated 139 him
because of his reputation for academic rigor and for constantlg cha”enging his students, so | never
actua”g took a class with him— somethingl regret to this dag. However, | made up for that by being
involved in the IAAS throughout my gracluate Yearsasa research assistant, and eventuallg asa chaperone
on Paul’s legenclarg trip to Manzanar with his students. I saw a softer side of Paul on this trip. | watched
how he shared his Family’s stories and how he drew from their exPeriences of being Persecutecl bg their
own government to fuel his unwavering, aclvocacg for others ?acing irjustice. I soon realized that this was

different from any other academic field trip; itwas a Pilgrimage forusall, and a Privilege for me to witness.

Aslgotto know Paul over the years, | came to tru|9 admire his care for students. When | taught my first class
at UMass Boston in 2013, Paul was the first guest lecturer I invited. | remember that talk in detail to this clay. |
a]wags tell my students now that when they hear commentary on the radio or see quotes in the newspaper
regarclingAsian Americans in Massachusetts, Paul is usuallg the person behind them. DesPite his many
national P!ahcorms—inc!uding having served on President Obama’s A&visorg Commission on Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders—he still generous|9 agrees to speak tomy classes. He continues to be my 'toP‘ guest
speaker. From my time as a student to now as a co”eague, Paul has alwags kept it real with me. I have learned
so much from his frank honestg, his integritg and sense of fairness, and his incredible intellectual breadth. |

feel !uckg to have access to him as a mentor on our humble UMass Boston campus for the People.



As the longcst~serving cm[:)loyee at UMass Boston, Paul has seen this campus and the world shift and
evolve. What strikes me most is that he continues to be dccply optimistic, which is a trait that | am inspircd
bg. When | say that | want to be a 'lifer' here at UMass Boston, it is because of Paul and the commitment
he has shown tl'lroughout his life and career to this collective mission.
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Pratna Kem: If you told me two decades ago, when I met Dr. Paul Watanabe in my first year as an

undcrgracluatc at UMass Boston, that we would be spcnding most of our days togctl'lcr latclg at l:cnway
Park having an ltalian sausage and a Coke—diet for Paul—! would've told you that I would never see him

again aFtcr | graduatccl CO”CgC.

Yet, here | am; absolutclg Privilcgccl to be able to call Dr.
Watanabe a teachcr, afriend, the big Guy. To know himis to be
in awe of his intellect. Not on]y does he have an cncyclopcclic
knowlcclgc of the Bill of Rights and the Constitution and xcorcign
Policg, but he also has a nearlg cncyclopeclic knowleclgc of
cvcrything c]sc, too, from football stats to Mormonism to
Saratoga racehorses. I've never seen him unable to have a deep
and thought?ul conversation about angthing with anyone.
Through him I have learned to always be alearner and not to

constrain mgselmc toa tgpe of cxpert I think 1 should be.

To know him is to be in awe of his clcpth of care. He has achieved

so much in his career, and 3ct, he demonstrated so much

commitment to his mcntorship of his students spanning multiplc

generations. After havingthc honor to goon the Manzanar Pi!grimage with him twice now, | have seen that
each time he is not simplg guicling students on a tour of his’corg, but givingus a clccply Personal Piece of
himself to take along with us and carry forward for the generations after us—and I have been moved to
tears each time that he tells us that he often wondered about the dreams his mother had before her

internment and I"IOW l"IC WOU]CI Flgl"lt M(C l"lC” to make sure we realizccl our own drcams as gOUﬂg PCOPIC.



To know him is to be in awe of his resilience and
courage. He is the most incredible orator 1 have ever
watchccl; notjust because of how he s ealcsj but
because of how the content of his words hold up the
collective voice of communities clespite often not
being what People want to hear. He has also stood
up for what he thinks is rigl'lt and fair and honest, and

that l*:as alwags bCCI’l a compass JFOT' me when lam

unsure of what needs to be said.

I cherish every moment | sPcncl in an Asian American
Studies class because 1 know I did not have to Figl'lt for
those classes myse]xc. I know that it was the work of many
like Dr. Watanabe to overcome barriers bcgond what we
could imagjne; especia”g in the context of an Asian
American Studies Program on the east coast. Dr.
Watanabe is a giantin the fields of Political Science and
Asian American Studies and has built a legacy for many
of us, both loca”y and nationa”g, that | don’t even think
we can Possib!9 or adcquate]y comPrchend. However, |

will trg because he means that much to our historg as an

Asian American Studies Program and communitg.

Tomy dear friend and mentor, Paul, thank you for inviting me into the most intimate Parts of your life, if

onlg for those few moments. I will forever cherish the big ]augl'ls, the awl<warclncss, the silcnce, and the love.

' bo’cton: Photo: Natalie Nigito P otography, May 2026



HoPe{:ul HomeP[ace (Re/In) novations
As academic year 2025-26 encls, our AsAmSt Program offices are 100% contentswempty with greenlit UMB-
contracted clemo/ reno Plans to be completecl before Fall 2026.

Utilized intensivelg and continuouslg bg Facu!tg) staff, students,
alumni, and community Partners since 1993, the multi~PurPose,
alwa35~bu59 home space of AsAmSt in W-2-097 has been the
three~clecacles~long site of: countless meetings, never—encling == :
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reflections, Praxis Presentations, Proposal critiques, curriculum
brainstorming, short/medium/ |ong~term Planning, Facu|t5~

student critical conversations, guest lectures Job talks ga”erg

dlsplays art exhlbltlons t-shirt Prmtmg, canvas mural Pamtmg,
textile sculptmg, story salons glam Photo shoots multi-station cllgltaI video Post~Productlon stor3~<:hexC
cookmg comPetltxons, oral hxstorg interviews, dallg Peclagoglcal Preparatlon, mixed methods data analgsls,
mu]tilingual/ multi~generationa|/ multimedia archival Preservation, librarg reFerencing, Frequent eating,
theater~oF~the~oPPressed rehearsing, CAPAY gouth intervention, Bruce Lee appreciatiorxJ no whining
clarification, storage limitation, arctic-like airflow, Post~rain cei[ing water leak mitigation, active shooter
rotocol huclc”ing in darkness, candle-lit birthclag celebrations, administrative file management, pre-
deadline a”~night ecliting, donor consultation, inter~generationa| wisclom~sharing, s[:)irit world recognition,

real blood, lots of sweat, Plentg tears, and much more.

Here, AsAmSt alumni could alwags visit and re-visualize Prior motivating memories of connection and growth
in W-2-097. Some alumni have since crafted ProFes&onal leaclershll:) treJectorles on campus with their own
generatlve office spaces nearby But for most others retummg from outsxcle—espeoa”g those who visited
this year and brougl']t their children to show off where their Flrst~generatlon co”ege—gomg younger selves
had loved school—the emptg shelves and ha!ﬁpackecl moving boxes triggerecl immediate concerns,
questions, and threat-based hgpervigilance. What ﬁaloloenea/?!/ What's goingon /7 Canl do anyth/h‘gf‘ 77

In trutl'] the Phgsical Purging experience for our Program—wl'lich began in summer 2025 and has continued
throughout the entire academic year 2025~26—-cllc] not spark JOH for any of us, thoug}‘u we still fulfilled all of
our duties and rCSPOﬂSlbIlItICS Yet, we also witnessed the youngest generatxon—chllclren of our alumni—
Fmdmg their own ways to aclapt creatlvely to our 1mposecl Physxcal chaos. Faced with a serious sh/,éatagana/
situation, we have done our best to ensure a process of renovation for innovation, while regrehcullg knowing

that many magica| student/ communitg—centerecl moments of our past will be far less like!y when we return.



The Asian American Studies Program recognizes with aPPreciation:

e our continued Plﬂﬂsical presence for »3+ years within the Phillis Wheatlcg Peters Builclingwhere
core AsAmSt Facultg, staff, and students remain mission-centered, in part, througl'l generous

suPPort from committed donors, alumni, communitg Partncrs, and campus collaborators.

e remembrances of three impactFul co”eagues whojoinecl their ancestor worlds cluring 2025-26:
Zelda (Zee) Gamson—founder of UMB’s Higher Education doctoral program where former
AsAmSt affiliated Facu]tg Mitch Chang and Sam Museus each held their initial tenure track
Positions and where UMB AANAPIS! staff directors, Pat Neilson and Sara Hoang, each earned
their PhD clegrccs. Takeshi Kokubo—teacher of UMB’s Japanese language courses and advisor
for the campus JaPanesc Student Club from the ear]g 1980s until he retired in 2005. Sensei
Kokubo hclpcd case the homesickness felt }:)9 many visa students from Japan who attended
UMB in largc numbers Prior to the 2008 g]obal recession. He also introduced Japanese languagc
and culture fundamentals to many diverse students influenced bg the worldwide commercial reach
of manga, anime, and J"POP’ Esther Yae lwanaga—teacher of AsAmSt/ENGL L-221 Introduction
to Asian American Writing course from 1997 until her retirement in 2010. Yae reached hundreds of
immigrants and international students who also took her ESL courses, and she attracted serious
student writers, such as Pratna Kem and Yasuhito Yamamoto. Prof. Rajini Srikanth and Yae co-
edited the Pathbreaking anthologg, Bold Words: A Century of Asian American Writing, Pub!ished
l:)g Rutgers Univcrsitg Press in 2001, in part, to insPirc their students in AsAmSt/ENGL 2211

e Honorable Vanna Howard, a Cambodian rexcugcc student from Revere at UMB in 1987-90, who
made l’listory from Lowell in 2026 as the first Khmer American elected state senator in the US.

e Dr. Hongyan Yang, rcccntlg hired as Senior Research Associate for the IAAS.

e ourretiring campus clﬂampion of unclergraduate genera] eclucation, Neal Bruss—one of the few
who has trulg “seen” us in AsAmSt and who suPPortccl our ear]g growth as an academic unit while
he served as CAS Dean in the 2000s and begoncl.

. never~xcailing staff assistance l:)g Sarah Paterson, Iris Martinez, Joe Corkerg, John Carty, Steve
Ward, vy Bui, Kinh Ha, Frances Chow, Paloma Britt, Gary Chan, Trieu Ly, Vivian Tran, Joe Ly,
Mo”g Pedriali, Dee McNamee, Ryan McDonald, Jessica Holden, Jessica Snoclgrass and others.

Please visit UMB’s Asian American Studies Program here.

- AsAmSt Program
For community news and fresh AsAmSt content creation, see: 1G and FB.
View AsAmSt graduation booklets from 2008 to current year here.

Donate to the Asian American Studies Program Capacity Fund here.

uncredited Photographers inside include: Oscar Chcn, Liam CramPton, Nia Duong,

UMass Boston

Parmita Gurung, Pratna Kem, Peter Kiang, Shir]e}j Tang, and others.


https://www.umb.edu/education/global-inclusion/asamst/
http://www.facebook.com/UMB.AsAmSt
https://www.instagram.com/plantjustseeds/
https://www.umb.edu/education/global-inclusion/asamst/asamst-graduations/
http://www.alumni.umb.edu/AsAmSt30
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