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The American people have spoken. And the message from the 2026 midterm elections was powerful, far-reaching, and consequential. 
Across the country, voters expressed serious concerns about economic insecurity, presidential power, government accountability, and the direction of our nation. Democrats won control of both the House of Representatives and the Senate, dramatically shifting the balance of power in Washington. 
But this election was about much more than Democrats and Republicans. 
It was about accountability, the influence of concentrated wealth, and the values we expect from our political leaders. And at its heart was a fundamental human concern: the opportunity for every person to live with dignity, security, freedom, and respect. 
It was also an extraordinary election for political representation. Women ran in record numbers, achieved consequential victories, and broke barriers that had stood for generations. 
What makes these victories especially significant is not simply who won, but what their collective success reveals about women's leadership, political opportunity, and the changing expectations of voters. 
What was the nation saying—and what was it repudiating? 
Perhaps the most compelling question emerging from these elections is this: What were Americans rejecting, and what were they demanding from their government? 
Economic insecurity was central, with families struggling with housing, groceries, health care, energy costs, and employment uncertainty. 
The substantial reductions in the federal workforce deserve particular attention, especially for Black women. 
Government employment has historically provided important pathways to professional advancement, economic mobility, and financial security for Black women. Workforce reductions threaten these opportunities, with consequences extending to families, communities, and the delivery of public services. 
These reductions must be understood within a broader context of racial and gender inequities in employment. Black women have historically relied on public-sector employment as an important pathway to professional opportunity and economic security. The loss of these jobs and opportunities can have consequences extending across generations. 
But the election was not simply about the economy. 
Voters also expressed concerns about immigration enforcement, reproductive rights, the war with Iran, government corruption, and the concentration of executive power. 
And I believe the election raises another important question: What is happening to the moral and ethical direction of our country? 
What do we expect from people entrusted with political leadership? How important are integrity, fairness, compassion, truthfulness, and respect for human dignity? 
Americans hold different political perspectives, and the election does not demonstrate agreement on every issue. But the results invite serious reflection on democratic accountability and whether government is responding to people's needs. 
Democracy is not simply about who holds power. It is also about how power is exercised, whose interests are represented, and whether our institutions uphold the principles of fairness, accountability, and human dignity. 
A changing political map: Challenging the notion of red and blue states 
One of the most striking features of this election was the geographic breadth of Democratic victories. 
Democrats did not simply win in traditionally Democratic states. They achieved major victories in states that had been Republican strongholds for years—and in some cases, decades. 
Consider Texas, where Democrats captured both the governorship and a U.S. Senate seat. Georgia elected its first Democratic governor since 1998, while Ohio and Iowa elected Democratic governors after years of Republican leadership. 
Democrats also won Republican-held Senate seats in Kansas, South Carolina, North Carolina, Maine, and other states that had been important to Republican congressional strength. 
Wisconsin experienced another significant change, with Democrats gaining control of both chambers of the state legislature. 
These results challenge longstanding assumptions about the political geography of the United States. 
States considered reliably Republican can produce very different outcomes when economic concerns, dissatisfaction with leadership, changing electoral coalitions, and sustained grassroots organizing come together. 
And importantly, women were central to several of these breakthroughs. 
Keisha Lance Bottoms in Georgia, Gina Hinojosa in Texas, and Amy Acton in Ohio did not simply achieve historic milestones as women. Their victories also contributed to major changes in their states' political leadership. 
We must be careful, however, not to assume that winning a statewide office transforms an entire state into a permanently Democratic state. Many of these states will remain politically competitive, with voters supporting candidates from different parties for different offices. 
The lesson is not simply that red states turned blue overnight. It is that political assumptions were challenged, longstanding electoral coalitions shifted, and voters demonstrated their power to change the political landscape. 
Women's victories: What do they tell us about leadership and political change? 
One of the most exciting developments was the extraordinary participation and electoral success of women. 
A record 590 women ran for the U.S. House of Representatives, compared with 467 in 2024. Women also achieved important victories in congressional and gubernatorial elections across the country. 
In the Senate, Peggy Flanagan became the first Native American woman elected to that chamber. Juliana Stratton's victory in Illinois means that three Black women will serve simultaneously in the Senate for the first time, joining Angela Alsobrooks of Maryland and Lisa Blunt Rochester of Delaware. 
Annie Andrews became South Carolina's first woman elected to the Senate, while Republican women, including Ashley Moody and Harriet Hageman, also achieved important victories. 
In the House, Rebecca Bennett defeated Tom Kean Jr., a member of one of New Jersey's most established political families. 
Her victory was particularly significant because it challenged an entrenched political legacy. The Kean family had been associated with New Jersey political leadership for generations. 
Katy Padilla Stout also won a traditionally Republican Texas congressional district, demonstrating the ability of women candidates to compete successfully in challenging political environments. 
The gubernatorial results were extraordinary. 
Keisha Lance Bottoms became the first Black woman elected governor in American history. Gina Hinojosa became Texas' first Latina governor. Deb Haaland became the first Native American woman elected governor. 
Amy Acton, Amy Klobuchar, and Republican Marsha Blackburn also became their states' first women governors in Ohio, Minnesota, and Tennessee. 
These are remarkable achievements. But what do they tell us beyond the historic firsts? 
I believe five important themes emerge. 
First, women demonstrated that political leadership can emerge from a broad range of professional and community experiences. 
These women brought backgrounds in public health, education, law, military service, executive government, community organizing, and legislative leadership. 
Their collective success challenges narrow assumptions about who is qualified to lead and what constitutes valuable political experience. 
It also reinforces the importance of creating multiple pathways into political leadership rather than relying exclusively on traditional political networks. 
Second, many connected their campaigns to issues affecting people's everyday lives. 
Affordability, health care, employment, education, reproductive rights, child care, public safety, and government accountability were prominent issues. 
These are not simply women's issues. They are fundamental public policy concerns that affect families and communities across the country. 
Their electoral successes underscore the importance of connecting political leadership to people's lived experiences. 
Third, women of color achieved historic breakthroughs that challenged longstanding structures of political exclusion. 
The victories of Bottoms, Hinojosa, Haaland, Flanagan, and Stratton are especially significant. 
Black women, Latinas, Indigenous women, and other women of color have played vital roles in political organizing, advocacy, community leadership, and civic engagement for generations. 
Yet they have faced intersecting barriers involving racism, sexism, economic inequities, campaign financing, and access to influential political networks. 
We should celebrate these historic firsts. But we must also ask why they are still firsts in 2026. 
The victories of Native American women are particularly noteworthy. 
Haaland's election as governor and Flanagan's election to the Senate represent historic advances in Indigenous political representation, with important implications for tribal sovereignty, environmental stewardship, health, education, and the well-being of Native communities. 
For centuries, Native American communities have confronted dispossession, exclusion, and barriers to political participation. Indigenous women have nevertheless played important roles in community leadership, advocacy, and struggles for sovereignty and self-determination. 
Their victories create opportunities for these perspectives to be represented in powerful political institutions. 
But increased representation must also translate into substantive influence over policies affecting Indigenous communities. 
Fourth, these victories remind us that political success is often built on sustained organizing and coalition building. 
Georgia offers a particularly powerful example. 
Keisha Lance Bottoms' election as governor was historic. Georgia also elected Tanya Miller as its first Black woman attorney general and Penny Brown Reynolds as secretary of state. 
These achievements did not happen overnight. 
We cannot discuss Georgia without recognizing Stacey Abrams, LaTosha Brown, Black Voters 
Matter, the New Georgia Project, faith-based organizations, community advocates, and countless Black women, men, and allies who spent years registering voters, educating communities, building coalitions, and challenging barriers to political participation. 
Their work helped establish the civic infrastructure that contributed to Georgia's changing electoral landscape. 
And importantly, this organizing was not limited to a single election cycle. It represented years of sustained investment in political participation, relationship building, and community empowerment. 
Political transformation does not begin or end on Election Day. It is built through sustained organizing, relationships, community engagement, and the determination of people to have a meaningful voice in their government. 
Underlying much of this organizing is the pursuit of something profoundly human: the opportunity for individuals and families to live with dignity, security, opportunity, and freedom from discrimination. 
Fifth, women's victories crossed party lines, while reminding us that the struggle for gender parity is far from over. 
Women achieved important victories as Democrats and Republicans, often advancing very different policy priorities. 
Women are not a monolithic constituency. Their perspectives differ across race, ethnicity, class, political ideology, religion, geography, and other experiences. 
And while women's representation has increased over time, women remain substantially underrepresented relative to their share of the population. 
Their opportunities also differ considerably across political parties, particularly in recruitment, campaign financing, and institutional support. 
For the Center for Women in Politics and Public Policy, these findings are especially important. 
Women's success cannot be measured simply by how many women run or win. We must also examine who has access to political resources, which women remain excluded, and whether women's increasing representation translates into meaningful political power and substantive policy change. 
That is where representation, leadership development, and public policy come together. 
Black, Latino, and Asian American voters: A powerful message about economic security, trust, and dignity 
The election also challenges assumptions about the political preferences of communities of color. 
Black voters continued to provide substantial support for Democratic candidates, while Latino voters showed evidence of moving away from Republican congressional candidates compared with President Trump's performance in 2024. 
But the Latino story is about much more than party preferences. 
For many Latino families, immigration enforcement has involved concerns about detention, family separation, workplace enforcement, and the treatment of immigrants and their communities. 
Political rhetoric portraying immigrants as threats can affect citizens and noncitizens alike, contributing to fear, stigmatization, and questions about belonging. 
When people experience government actions as threatening, humiliating, discriminatory, or dehumanizing, the consequences extend beyond politics. They affect people's sense of safety, security, and dignity. 
Some Latino voters supported President Trump in 2024 believing that his administration would improve economic conditions and create greater opportunities. 
Yet continued economic insecurity, combined with concerns about immigration enforcement, contributed to disappointment and disillusionment among some former supporters. 
For those voters, the experience may have felt like broken promises	or betrayal. 
And I believe we need to take that experience seriously. 
What happens when people who were promised greater economic opportunity begin to believe that their families, communities, and humanity are being treated with disregard? 
For Latinas, these concerns can be particularly consequential because of responsibilities involving household finances, caregiving, children's education, and family health. 
But Hispanic and Latino voters are not a single political constituency. Their experiences and perspectives differ by gender, class, national origin, generation, geography, immigration history, and political ideology. 
Asian American voters also expressed substantial support for Democratic House candidates in preliminary surveys, although Asian American communities are extraordinarily diverse in immigration histories, national origins, languages, economic circumstances, and political perspectives. 
And we must recognize that Black voters, particularly Black women, have long been central to grassroots organizing, coalition building, political participation, and the struggle to expand democratic rights. 
Their contributions deserve recognition beyond Election Day, including sustained investment in the organizations and community leaders who build political participation. 
The larger lesson is that racial and ethnic communities are not fixed political constituencies. 
Political parties cannot take their support for granted. They must earn trust through accountability, policies, and leadership that recognize people's humanity and respond to their concerns. 
 
Big money, redistricting, and the limits of political control 
Another striking feature of the election was that enormous campaign spending and Republicanled redistricting efforts did not consistently produce the outcomes their supporters anticipated. 
In several states, congressional districts had been redrawn to favor Republican candidates. Yet Democratic candidates won or retained important seats in some of those districts. 
And despite substantial spending by wealthy donors and powerful interests, several heavily funded candidates lost. 
These outcomes remind us that money and political maps matter enormously, but they cannot guarantee electoral success. 
At the same time, the growing involvement of technology companies, cryptocurrency interests, and other powerful industries raises serious questions about political equality and accountability. 
When enormous sums of money flow into elections, whose voices are amplified? And whose voices risk being overlooked? 
The expansion of artificial intelligence and data centers also raises concerns about farmland, water resources, electricity costs, environmental protection, and the well-being of local communities. 
These developments may bring investment, employment, and technological innovation. But they can also create environmental and economic pressures that affect communities differently. 
Who benefits? Who bears the costs? And whose voices are heard when these decisions are made? 
These are questions of equity, economic power, and democratic participation. 
Congress, Hakeem Jeffries, and the changing balance of power 
Democratic control of both the House and Senate will provide greater authority over congressional investigations, oversight of federal agencies, legislative priorities, spending negotiations, and Senate confirmation of presidential nominees. 
These powers can significantly affect debates over health care, education, immigration, reproductive rights, civil rights, and economic policy. 
President Trump retains his veto authority, however, and Senate procedures will continue to shape what Congress can accomplish. 
One particularly historic development is the prospect of Hakeem Jeffries becoming the first Black Speaker of the United States House of Representatives. 
More than 150 years after Joseph Rainey became the first Black member of the House, an African American leader is positioned to preside over that institution. 
That is an extraordinary milestone. 
The Speaker exercises substantial influence over legislative priorities, committee structures, and the operation of the House. 
And Jeffries' potential elevation returns us to a central question: How does increased diversity in political leadership change the exercise of institutional power? 
The elections also produced important achievements for men of color, including Black gubernatorial victories by Byron Donalds in Florida and David Crowley in Wisconsin, and Abdul El-Sayed's election as the first Muslim U.S. senator. 
These developments broaden representation across political institutions, while raising important questions about how leadership translates into policy and accountability. 
Historic breakthroughs matter, but meaningful inclusion also requires opportunities to influence public policy and institutional decision-making. 
LGBTQ+ representation: Visibility, civil rights, and human dignity 
The 2026 midterm elections also produced important milestones for LGBTQ+ political representation. 
Chris Pappas became the first openly gay man elected to the United States Senate, while Sarah McBride won reelection after becoming the first openly transgender member of Congress. 
These victories are particularly significant at a time when LGBTQ+ rights, especially transgender rights, remain at the center of intense national debate. 
But I believe their significance goes beyond historic firsts. 
Their victories challenge longstanding assumptions about who can hold political power and serve in the nation's highest institutions. 
They also create opportunities for LGBTQ+ perspectives and experiences to inform debates about civil rights, health care, employment, education, and personal freedom. 
And here, an intersectional perspective is particularly important. 
LGBTQ+ communities are not monolithic. LGBTQ+ people of color, immigrants, transgender individuals, and people experiencing economic insecurity may encounter overlapping forms of racism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia, and economic inequity. 
These inequities affect access to housing, employment, health care, personal safety, and political participation. 
The central question is not simply whether LGBTQ+ individuals are represented in government, but whether our institutions protect their rights, recognize their humanity, and create meaningful opportunities for everyone to live with dignity and security. 
Massachusetts: Leadership and the unfinished work of equity 
Massachusetts also experienced important political developments. 
Governor Maura Healey won reelection, continuing her historic leadership as the 
Commonwealth's first woman and first openly lesbian elected governor. Together with Lieutenant Governor Kim Driscoll, she continues to lead Massachusetts' first all-woman gubernatorial administration. 
Senator Ed Markey also secured reelection. 
Massachusetts voters approved important measures involving Election Day voter registration, government transparency, collective bargaining, and natural-resource conservation. 
These developments have implications for political participation, public accountability, and the protection of community resources. 
But we must also look critically at Massachusetts. 
We often describe the Commonwealth as progressive. And in many respects, it has been a leader in advancing civil rights and social policy. Yet a progressive reputation does not mean that racial, gender, and economic inequities have been eliminated. 
Substantial inequities persist in housing, wealth, maternal health, education, employment, and access to political leadership. 
We must continue strengthening pathways for women, particularly Black women, Latinas, Asian American women, Indigenous women, immigrant women, and women from economically marginalized communities, to seek and exercise political power. 
This includes access to leadership development, political networks, campaign resources, and meaningful opportunities to participate in policymaking and governance. 
And we must recognize the importance of building leadership not only within elected office, but also through community organizing, advocacy, public service, and civic engagement. 
These commitments are central to the work of the Center for Women in Politics and Public Policy. 
Massachusetts has achieved important milestones in political representation. But the measure of our progress must also include whether those achievements translate into greater equity, expanded opportunity, and improvements in the lives of people throughout the Commonwealth. 
Beyond Election Day: Representation, democracy, dignity, and the work ahead 
So, where does all of this leave us? 
The 2026 midterm elections changed the balance of political power and challenged longstanding assumptions about the political map of the United States. 
Women achieved extraordinary victories in congressional and gubernatorial elections, including in states long considered Republican strongholds. 
Black women, Latinas, and Native American women broke historic barriers. Men of color and LGBTQ+ candidates reached important milestones in political leadership. 
Black, Latino, Asian American, and other communities helped shape the electorate, while years of grassroots organizing	particularly within Black communities	demonstrated the importance of sustained civic engagement and coalition building. 
And the elections revealed serious concerns about economic insecurity, democratic accountability, the influence of concentrated wealth, civil rights, and the moral direction of our nation. 
These issues are not separate. They are deeply interconnected. 
We cannot separate economic inequities from racial and gender inequities. We cannot separate political representation from institutional power. And we cannot separate democracy from the health, well-being, and dignity of the people it is intended to serve. 
For me, one of the most encouraging developments is the growing recognition that political leadership can emerge from many different experiences and communities. 
Women brought professional expertise, public policy experience, community leadership, and diverse perspectives into some of the nation's most consequential political contests. 
Their victories challenge narrow assumptions about who is qualified to lead and create opportunities to expand political participation and reshape institutions. 
But representation alone is not enough. 
We must ask whether elected leaders have the resources, institutional support, and political influence necessary to translate their leadership into meaningful change. 
And we must continue to recognize the contributions of grassroots organizers, community advocates, and civic institutions that have worked for generations to expand political participation. 
The 2026 elections remind us that political power can change hands, longstanding barriers can be broken, and years of organizing can create new possibilities for leadership. 
But the real measure of progress will not simply be how many seats changed hands, which party controls Congress, or how many historic firsts were achieved. 
It will be whether our political institutions become more representative, more accountable, more equitable, and more responsive to the communities they serve. 
Will the growing presence of women translate into meaningful political influence? Will historic breakthroughs for women and people of color open doors for future generations? Will elected officials address the economic insecurity and structural inequities affecting families and communities? 
And will our leaders demonstrate the integrity, fairness, compassion, and respect for human dignity that our democratic institutions require? 
Ultimately, these are questions about the future of our democracy	and the kind of nation we aspire to become. 
Because democracy is not simply about who holds power. It is about whose voices are heard, whose humanity is recognized, who has the opportunity to lead, and whether political power is exercised in ways that improve people's lives. 
That is the larger meaning of the 2026 midterm elections. 
And that is the work that must continue long after Election Day. 
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