
Improving the Aging 
Experience for All
UMass Boston Gerontology
2021-2022 Impact Report

Department of Gerontology  |  Gerontology Institute
University of Massachusetts Boston



Jan Mutchler, left, and Edward Miller.  

On the cover: Portraits of older adults 
and their parents, participants in UMB 
Professor Kathrin Boerner’s Boston 
Aging Together Study, by Gretjen Helene

AGING EQUITY & DISPARITY 
• Create Caro Scholarship for Justice in  
     Aging for doctoral students
• Host Reframing Aging workshop for  
     faculty, staff, and students 

AGE FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES 
•    Center for Social and Demographic  
     Research on Aging helps transform senior  
     centers with record number of municipal  
     contracts  
•   Journal of Aging & Social Policy, with        
     special issues on age friendly communities  
     and COVID’s impact, sees steep jump in  
     impact ranking from 2.2 to 7

EDUCATION & MENTORING 
•    McCormack Graduate School honors  
     Eddie Miller with mentorship award  
•    Team develops, pilots reframing aging  
      curriculum for nursing students, others
•    Management of Aging Services alumni  
      launch online networking group 

Welcome

Gerontology highlights, 2021-2022
FINANCIAL SECURITY 
•   Publish report, Social Security Benefits  
     Continue to Fall Short of Covering Cost of   
     Basic Needs for Older Americans, 2021
•   Publish 2 studies examining long-term  
     impact of pandemic food insecurity  
     and the benefit of federal. help

LONG-TERM SUPPORTS & SERVICES 
•   Publish 2 reports with Center for Consumer  
     Engagement in Health Innovation:   
     Person-Centered Care: Why Taking  
     Individuals’ Care Preferences Into  
     Account Matters and Building a National  
     Strategy to Support Family Caregivers

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH 
•   Publish numerous studies on the impact of  
    aging, housing, and relationships/loneliness  
    on mental and physical health and cognition
•  LTSS Center publishes report, The  
    Impact of Climate Change: Why Older  
    Adults Are Vulnerable 

The UMass Boston gerontology program experienced plenty 
of transitions in 2021-2022. Jan Mutchler succeeded Len 
Fishman as director of the Gerontology Institute, and Edward 
Miller succeeded Jeffrey Burr as department chair. The 
ongoing COVID pandemic presented challenges but also 
spotlighted the concerns which are at the heart of much 
of our work in aging equity, financial security, long-term 
supports and services, and more.

Here we offer a brief overview of our work over the past year.  
To learn more, visit: umbgerontologyimpact.com

Read about these activities and more: blogs.umb.edu/gerontologyinstitute

http://umbgerontologyimpact.com
http://blogs.umb.edu/gerontologyinstitute




Voices of Impact
Six stakeholders—partners, board members, and a doctoral student—share 
their perspectives on the value of UMass Boston Gerontology’s work.

“ I apply learnings from the 
doctoral program to my 
work every single day. 

Elizabeth Chen, PhD ’16
Secretary, Massachusetts  
Executive Office of Elder Affairs

John Cheney
Board member, student  
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute

Kim Brooks
Chief Operating Officer
Hebrew Senior Life 

Nidya Velasco Roldan, MS
Doctoral candidate
UMass Boston Gerontology

Sandra Harris
President 
AARP Massachusetts

Neil Downing
Former Chief Revenue Officer 
RI Division of Taxation

“

“The work that UMass  
Boston Gerontology is  
doing is so supportive 
of our work.

“ The courses are great, the 
professors are great, and 
my mentor has been  
nothing but great.

“ This work is being seen 
and making an impact 
throughout the country.

“Helping people recover 
their retirement benefits 
makes a real difference in 
their lives.

Click on each quote to hear more, or visit UMass Boston Gerontology on YouTube 
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”

It’s really amazing the 
amount of new people 
who have entered my life 
because of OLLI.”

”

” ”

”
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