
A Quick Guide to Open Educational Resources (OERs)

Adapted from a handout created by our friends at Georgia State University Library

What are OERs? Why are OERs and other types of affordable content important?

Affordable 
content beyond 

OERs

Open options for instruction

We're here to help!
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Most are legal to copy, adapt,
and redistribute semester

after semester.

"Open" means openly
licensed, indicating they are 
 in the public domain or the

copyright holder has abridged
rights to eliminate barriers to
access/use/derivative works.

Often contain a Creative
Commons license. Check

each resource for use rights.

creativecommons.org/licenses

Course materials are freely
available on the in retention, completion,

and grade point averages

Students spend an average
of $1,200 on textbooks per
year. Use of OERs reduces
this out-of-pocket expense.

Increases opportunities
for creativity,

collaboration, and 

such as ScholarWorks at
UMass Boston

scholarworks.umb.edu

a high-cost textbook
with a free textbook

new course
materials

an open
textbook

existing OER to
meet current needs

course templates based on
OERs to facilitate use of open

resources in an LMS

library resources in
place of a textbook

Consult with UMass Boston staff experts:

Visit our OER portal:

open@umb.edu

open.umb.edu

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses
http://scholarworks.umb.edu/
mailto:open@umb.edu
http://open.umb.edu/
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